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Burundi 
Burundi: President Returns From Zaire, Discusses 
Meetings 


LA1102194796 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burund: Radwo in French 1100 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The president of the Republic, 
Mr. Sylvestre Nubantunganya, ended his visit to Gbado- 
lite, Zaire. On arrival at the Bujumbura International 
Airport, the head of state discussed with our colleague, 
Vital Sunzu, the nature of discussions he held with Pres- 
ident Mobutu Sese Seko: 


(Begin recording) [Nubantunganya] (71 have) stressed 
that my visit was prompted by the problems of secu- 
rity hetween our two countries. Not between our two 
countries as states, but because there are destabilization 
movements which came trom Zaire to disrupt peace and 
security in Burundi. 


So, we have talked about this very senously. A conclu- 
sion to this is that Zaire will help Burundi overcome the 
rebellion, whether it be at a foreign or domestic level 


President Mobutu contirmed and once again reiterated 
the commitment he took at the Cairo Summit conterence 
which brought us together in the tramework of the 
Carter Center, that he would never allow groups to 
destabilize Burundi from Zaire. He also pledged his 
willingness to assist Burundians in finding the best ways 
of solving their problems. 


(Sunzu} Mr. President, some opimions put faith in the 
resolutions of the Cairo conference. Have you reached a 


consensus with your Zairian counterpart on the issue of 


dealing with problems of the countries of the sub-region 
in the regional or sub-regional framework ” 


[Nubantunganya] The consensus must primarily come 
from us Burundians. We are the ones who must have 
some product to sell. If we have nothing to offer, 1 wall 
he very difficult to obtain a consensus from outside. 
That 1s why they demand that Burundians discuss their 
problems not only logically but also sincerely and 
deeply, and only after this ask friends, neighbors, and 
outsiders to help us. One cannot build a country on the 
hasis of foreign contributions only 


If Burundians do not want to solve their problems, | 
think we should not expect that soluuions to come from 
Kinshasa, Cairo, or Tunts. No. Tums, Cairo or Kinshasa 
must build on what we produce ourselves. 


So, | will tell you that there 1s no consensus to reach 
hetween us and Zaire. We rather have to sell to Zaire 
and to others a consensus reached in Burund. 


{Sunzu] Sull about the regional and sub-regional trame- 
work of institutions, has your visit given new life to 
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the CEPGL [Economic Community of the Great Lakes 
Counties]? 


[Nubantunganya] But the CEPGL is not dead) You 
are talking about rebirth as if we have contirmed 
the CEPGL’s death. The CEPGL 1s sick, because the 
countries which make it up are also sick. You can see 
what Is happening in Burundi, in Rwanda, and Zaire 
However, the desire to strengthen the CEPGL serous!) 
exists in all the member countries of the organization. | 
can guarantee you this, at least at the level of Burundi 
and o. Zaire: According to what I heard there, the desire 
CXISLS. 


I have also discussed this with our Rwandan counterpart 
who also insists that the CEPGL bring together the 
Zairian, Burundian, and Rwandan brothers in order to 
solve other problems related to their respective internal 
Situations which have extensions in the sub-region 
{Words indistinct] talk about the CEPGL. 


As you know, Burundi ts president of the counct 
of ministers of the CEPGL, while Zaire assumes its 
summit’s presidency. So I think that as a result of this 
situation, there is a possibility something will be done 
The way I saw it, the Zainan (president) was very 
interested in the issue. [end recording} 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: President Bizimungu Interviewed on 
Reconciliation Process 


AB0902144096 London BBC World Senice 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[From the ‘Focus on Affica’ program | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The question is what kind of 
welcome would refugees returning to Rwanda receive’ 
The Tutsi-dominated government in Kigali pays ly 
service to reconciliauion. But with the huge proportion 
of the Hutu population outside the country, the ultimate 
test of whether the two communities can live together 
again remains to be seen. In Kigali, our colleague Al 
Yusuf Mugenze, asked the president, Pastor Bizumungu 
how he saw the process of reconciliation 


[Begin recording] [Bizumungu] | think that we have 
achieved a lot of progress. We have stopped the killings, 
we have stopped the genocide. We have discouraged 4 
revenge and consequently, we have promised Rwanda s 
people that justice will be made. We have encouraged 
refugees to come back, so far more than 2 million 
refugees, almost half of them old refugees and hal! 
of them new refugees, have come back voluntarily, » 
that today, the Rwandan population inside the country 
is More than six million 
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[{Mugenze| When you come off Rwanda, just when you 
enter Rwanda from Zaire or Tanzania, when you find 
the camps outside Rwanda, | think Rwanda 1s (really) 
fishing a big problem with these refugees who haven't 
returned home now. There is an associauon or a group 
of lawyers when these refugees, the RDR [Rally for 
Democracy and the Return of Refugees to Rwanda], 
which has written to your government, convincing to 
talk to your government tor the return of the refugees. 
So, your government, as I understand, has been quiet. 
Are you ready to talk? 


{Bizumungu}] What do you mean by talk? T think that 
you have to be clear. Let us not mince words. What 
they want are negotiations, 


(Mugenze] Yes, | mean negotiations. 


[Bizumungu}] And there is a short hand of MRND 
(Republican National Movement for Democracy and 
Development], or other factions, who have organized 
the genocide in this country. So what they are after 
is that through those negotiations, they are looking tor 
amnesty and they are looking for the restoration of them 
to power again, to rule this country, So, we have no 
moral grounds to accept people who have abated or 
committed genocide to come back to power. Secondly, 
| understand that they want to negotiate the return of 
retugees. That means that they want to put conditions 
on this coming back. Whereas we are saying there 1s no 
condition to put to the the coming back of the refugees. 
So negotiation for them are a ploy to come back to 
power 


[Mugenze} But when you talk to them they say they 
want elections to solve the problem of Rwanda. 


{Bizumungu] That is also a very interesting thing 
hecause those people advocate what they call the Hutu 
power. That means they consider the Hutu as a natural 
mayorty and Dy way of elections that natural mayority 
will lead them ') power and once they have power they 
impose what they call the minority, the [word indistinct] 
condition. [| think that concept is not acceptable. And 
recent history has proved that nobody will accept such 
philosophy. That [word indistinct} sound conditions has 
to be put to that concept of natural majority which gives 
some people the right even to organize genocide tor 
other people. fend recording] 


Rwanda: Vice President Kagame on Security, Ties 
With Zaire 

FA0902223296 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Major General Paul Kagame. 
the vice president and minister of defense, held a 
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news conterence this morning with many Rwandan and 
foreign correspondents. Our colleague Clement-Rober! 
Rutendeli, who was present at the conference, reports 


[Begin Rutendeli recording] May. Gen. Paul Kayame 
the vice president and minister of defense, held a 
news conference late this morning with navional journal 
ists and the internauonal media. The news conterence 
hinged on general national policy, with particular en 

phasis on the problem of security. You cerlanly kKiow 
that tor the last four months, Rwanda has had to tipyht 
armed incursions by Rwandan Interahamwe militia trom 
Zaire. Our government and our Army are aware of this 


fact. 


May. Gen. Paul Kagame stressed that Rwanda is ready 
to counter any eventuality. You must have heard 
said, that Zaire is ready to expe! Rwandan refugees wh 
are in the Kivu region. According to the vice president 
and minister of defense, this ts not clear as the Zatriar 
Government has not yet officially noted the Rwandan 
Government. In addition, injustices which are bern 
committed against the former Rwandan people living 
in Kivu Region are of a worrying nature for anybody 
who wishes peace to prevail in the region 


byye 
eae 


On he question of whether relauions between Zaire and 
Rwanda are good, May. Gen. Paul Kagame told us that 
there are contacts between Kinshasa and Kigali [tts 
even reported that President Mobutu is planning fo vist! 
Rwanda at a date that is yet to be fixed 


About the retugees’ repatriation and the related issue 
of the compulsory sale of property upon their retury 
May. Gen. Paul Kagame did not hide the tact that the 
problem is complex. However, he said that durable and 
just solutions are being envisaged 


The other important port tackled during the news 
conference is the issue of the international tribunal and 
the national tribunals on the genocide. On the first point, 
namely the Arusha, Tanzania, international tribunal! 
things are grinding to a halt, the vice president and 
minister of defense said. The financial aspect remains an 
Important obstacle to it, and some countries are creating 
opstacles. Having said this, it is hoped the tribunal 
which will be trying crimes against humanity, will start 
Its Operations soon 


In regard to the second point the national tribunals 
— arduous work has been carned out. However. there 
are also financial problems, and human expertise ts still 
lacking. However the government is working hard | 
find the right solutions to this 

These were the main points. Other issues were tackled 


such as corruption and the setting up of a contr 
Ma). Gen. Paul Kagame was very clear The government 


lr system 
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is ready for an all-out war on corruption, but journalists 
must learn invesugauve journalism in order to provide 
objective reports based notably on tradiuonal human 
values, respect tor other people, and the search for truth, 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Rwanda: Government Said Willing To Receive 
‘All’ Refugees 


bAI102201596 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 10 keb 96 


[FBIS) Transcribed Excerpt} The vice president and 
minister for defense, Major General Paul Kagame 
yesterday held a press conference and explained that 
the Rwandan Government is willing to receive all the 
refugees outside the country or once all the camps 
are closed, adding that though this influx of refugees 
may cause some problems of insecunty, the Rwandan 
Government ts willing to curb them. 


Regarding the issue of the Zainan nationals who leave 
their country due to insecunty and come to Rwanda, the 
vice president said that the Rwandan Government will 
receive them, after which it will forward the problem to 
the Zairian Government so as to have it solved. 


Regarding the question of people who flee the country 
alleging that there ts insecurity, Major General Paul 
Kagame said that these are repercussions of the previous 
problems Rwanda has undergone, adding that though 
some people leave the country, nothing changes on the 


Rwandan side and even nobody feels their absence. If 


they wish they can come back, the vice president added. 
He however said that the people of Rwanda have a 
responsibility of explaining the nature of problems the 
government ts facing. [passage omitted] 


As tar as the question of accommodation ts concerned, 
Major General Kagame said that people occupying 
houses which do not belong to them will have to 
vacate them and find other alternatives, adding that the 
Rwandan Government ts also not happy with throwing 
people outside when it has no alternative for them, but 
iS tust because it lacks the means. Major General Paul 
Kagame talked about the message to the refugees: 


[Begin Kagame recording] The message would be that 
their future lies in their country, hes in their return to 
ther country. That their future should not be seen in 
terms of staying in refugee camps. 


Therefore. not only is that the responsibility of people 
in the government and the people inside the country to 
make it easy for the refugees to return, but it is also the 
responsibility of the refugees to make it easy for them, to 

ake it easy for themselves to understand that the best 
way ts to go home. These refugees should avoid putung 
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themselves in a position where they want others to solve 
the problem for them and they just return. No, they 
should participate in that. They should be part and parce! 
of the intentions to return. They should themselves make 
a contribution, 


Sometimes I have not liked the arguments myself where 
even in the media, even in the international community, 
they tend to create reasons for the retugees not to return 
They say refugees are atraid of revenge, they are atraid 
that their property has been taken over, they are, you 
know .... things are not good in Rwanda. In other words 
we have a group of people who must return only when 
Rwanda has turned into a paradise, and we have another 
group of people who must make that paradise, who 
must create that paradise tor others to come in. No, 
they should share the problems. [passage omitted] [end 
recording} 


Rwanda: Parliament Discusses 1996 Budyet 


AB1002194096 Kigali Radto Rwanda in bnelish 
OSI1S GMT 10 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Members of Parliament have 
requested the minister of finance, Honorable Mary 
Rugenera, to prepare the 1996 budget basing it on the 
country’s capability, but not on foreign donations as 
this has a negative effect on the country’s sovereignty 
They further said that civil servants’ salanes should 
not be the main source of national income, that it ts 
the business community that needs to contribute to the 
country’s nauonal budget. 


The finance minister explained to parhament various 
problems taced by the Finance Ministry, which include 
narrow tax hase following the 1994 genocide and lack o! 
competent workers. He promised that the 1996 budget 
was about to be announced officially. 


Concerning the 199§ financial year, the minister said 
the Rwandan Government had a deficit of about |} 
billion Rwandan francs in its budget of about 39 billion 
Rwandan francs. He noted that the source of the money 
that was obtained was mainly trom taxes on civil 
servants’ salaries, taxes on imports and exports, plus 
beverages. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Zaire 


Zaire: Confusion Evident as Rwandan Refugee 
Camps Closed 

BRO902163296 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 9 Feb 96 pS 


[Article by Marie-France CROS: “No Forced Returns, 
Insists Kinshasa’ } 


([FBIS Translated Text] A certain confusion reigned 
once again on Thursday regarding the situation in the 
Rwandan refugee camps in Zaire, after a spokesman for 
the UNHCR in Geneva had announced the “closure” 
of two camps in Goma and Bukavu. The spokesman 
in quesuon, Francis Kpatinde, told LA LIBRE BEL- 
GIQUE that: ‘The Zairian authorities stated that they 
were going to effect the administrative closure of the 
Kibumba (Goma) and Kashusha (Bukavu) camps either 
this weekend or early next week.” 


‘To stop the refugees from spreading throughout the 
region, 250 gendarmes will be sent to take up position 
around the camps. But the departures will be voluntary. 
For us, ‘administrative closure’ means that officially the 
camps will no longer exist. We will therefore escort 
those refugees who want to return to Rwanda. We will 
direct those who do not want to return to other camps in 
Zaire. All this will take several weeks or even months.” 


Another note is struck by a Zairan official: “We 
will close the camps when the refugees have actually 
left and have done so voluntarily,” insists Kimbulu 
Moyanso, Zairian ambassador in Brussels. And the 250 
gendarmes? “That is pure invention,” he claimed. 


When asked, the International Red Cross told us that 
its representatives had reported “nothing out of the 
ordinary” on Thursday morning [8 February]. 


What ts the explanation for this discrepancy between 
the reports coming out of Kinshasa and Geneva? “You 
get the feeling that there is a political opposition at 
the UNHCR which ts displayed every ume the moment 
comes to implement agreements in order to sabotage 
them,’ Zairnan Foreign Minister Kamanda told AFP, 
accusing the UNHCR of once again seeking to “throw 
the responsibility onto Zaire.” 


Another possibility would be that the Zainan authorities 
are not all speaking with the same voice. While Prime 
Minister Kengo has clearly expressed his desire to see 
the Rwandan refugees depart as quickly as possible, 
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President Mobutu refuses to use force. Yet, by the 
terms of the Constitutional Act of Transition, toreign 
and defense policy are ‘felds of cooperation between 
the two men. 


Zaire: President Mobutu Receives Burundi's 
Ntibantuganya 


ABO0902224396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT Y Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Burundian head of state, 
Sylvestre Nubantunganya, arrived in Ghadolite Zaire t 

day to meet with his Zainan counterpart, Mobutu Sese 
Seko. The question of Burundian refugees in Zaire 
and the problem of security in the Great Lakes Re 
gion certam/y featured high on the agen. ' tor discus 
sions between the two men. The Burundian aid Zairian 
presidents examined the international community's po 
sition, particularly that of the United Nations, which 
has sounded a real cry of alarm to alert world opinion 
to the risk of a tragedy that is looming in the horizon 
The UN Security Council even threatened Burund) |ast 
month with military intervenuon. On the objectives of 
this visit, our Kinshasa correspondent, Kamanda wa Ka- 
manda Muzembe, reports: 


[Begin Muzembe recording] Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire 
and Sylvestre Nubantunganya of Burundi obviously 
discussed the activities of Leonard Nyangoma and his 
supporters im the border area of Uvira, in) Zairian 
territory, which the Bujumbura authorities consider as a 
base from which Hutu militiamen launch their activities 
to sow disorder in Burundi. 


There 1s also the issue of the return of many refugees 
including several Burundians, and the repatriation of 
those responsible for the assassination in October 1994 
of Melchior Ndadaye, the democratically elected press 
dent, for trial in Burundian courts. Zaire needs to settle 
all these issues to better plan its take-off with the or- 
ganization of elecuons scheduled to take place betore 
July 1997. 


Zainian poliucians already seem determined to join the 
race with President Mobutu Sese Seko in the lead) He 
has just reorganized his office by appointing a technical 
adviser in the person of (Andre Atoundoul: Ungo) 
who was recently dismissed from the Secret Service 
following a veto by the transitional prime minister. His 
appointment to this new office can have two meanings 
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First, it may be a signal that the president is sausfying 
his followers who have always considered that the head 
of state has always given Leon Kengo wa Dondo more 
than his due — a prime minister who can dismiss people 
at will from the ranks of the president's group while 
protecung those in his entourage. 


Second, it may be a sign of overtures to a man with 
wide experience in the Secret Service, diplomacy, and 
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the economy. This profile clearly shows that although 
he will be part of the presidential team in general, 
(Andre Atoundouli Ungo) will essentially take care of 
intelligence and security problems of citizens in general. 
[end recording] 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: President Favors Negotiations in Resolving 
Hanish Conflict 

AB1002154596 Paris AFP in French 

1437 GMT 10 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Rome, 10 Feb (AFP) — Entrean 
President Isaias Afwerki said today that the conflict 
hetween his country and Yemen over the sovereignty 
of the Hanish Islands in the Red Sea could be solved 
within an international context’ through negotiation. 


Speaking at a news conterence after an official visit to 
Rome, Mr. Afwerki . dded that the issue of withdrawal 
of troops trom both countnes “was not a major obsta- 
cle. He said ‘this was a matter we can discuss in the 
perspecuve of a negotiation even though, in the mean- 
time, troops trom both sides can stay where they are. 


Mr. Aftwerki stressed that his country maintained very 
good relations with the Arab world and that Eritrea 
had to react against Yemen with weapons “because 
it was a matter of territorial integrity’ and not tor 
economic reasons. Mr. Afwerki said he was not much 
impressed by the Sudanese regime, which supports a 
group of Eritrean Muslim tundamentalists against his 
regime, saying that the Sudanese regime was not a 
threat because it was isolated both on the domestic and 
internauional scenes,’ in spite of “its plans to liberate 
Africa and to mule the world through Islam. 


Eritrea: Further on Use of Embassy Building by 
Sudanese Opposition 


ABOYO2153096 Paris AFP in French 
1455 GMT 8& Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} Nairomi, &§ Feb (AFP) — Eritrea 
has put at the disposal of the Sudanese opposition the 
premises of the Sudanese Embassy in Asmara that has 
heen closed since diplomatic ties were broken between 
Eritrea and Sudan in 1994, an official source said on & 
February in the Eritrean capital, 


The National Democratic Alliance (AND), which 
groups all the Sudanese opposition parties, has been 
openly working in Asmara for several months. It orga- 
nized two conferences in June and January, tnggering 
violent criticism from the Sudanese regime against the 
Eritrean Government 


Eritrea broke relations with Sudan in December 1994, 
accusing Eritrea ot ‘subversive acuvities. Last Decem- 
her, Eritrean President Issaias Afwerki, reyected the Su- 
danese Government's accusations, according to which 
his country was taking part in the civil war in southern 
Sudan. He said that his country was going to give its 
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support to the opposition forces in order for them to 
achieve their goal.” 


Noted on the spot by a witness, the handing over of the 
premises to the opposition was confirmed by the cabinet 
of the Eritrean head of state. “The embassy has been 
handed over to the Sudanese opposition,” the chief of 
protocol said. Asked on a possible reacuon trom Sudan 
that could be shocked by the move, the chief of protocol 
answered that Sudan was already shocked” and that this 
Was not going to change anything. 


An official at the Eritrean Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
said that the government as such had ‘nothing to do 
with the Sudanese opposition acuvities, but he stressed 
the tact that ‘trendly ties” existed between Sudanese 
opponents and the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
{[EPLF}. 


The EPLF has been ruling Eritrea since independence 
which was proclaimed and conquered in 1991] trom 
the Ethiopian forces after 30 years of secession war 
Sudanese opponents officially work in Asmara, they 
can decide to move into any building,” it was said al 
the EPLF headquarters. 


Tanzania 


Tanzania: Government Bans Rwandan Political 
Group From Refugee Camps 

AB1202102196 Dar es Salaam Radto Tanzania 
External Service in Enelish 0400 GMT 12 keb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has banned a 
Rwandan political group, the Return to Democracy in 
Rwanda, RDR, trom conducting political activities in 
the refugee camps in Kagera region. 


A statement issued in Dar es Salaam says the minister 
for home attairs, Mr. Al1 Amer Mohammed, imposed 
the ban on Friday [9 February] while addressing Rwan- 
dan refugees at Karagwe in the presence of Rwandan 
prime minister, Mr. Pierre Rwigyema, who was on a 
visit to Tanzania. 


The minister ordered the immediate arrest of all the 162 
RDR leaders staying in various camps in Kagera region 
He warned all Rwandan refugees in the country against 
engaging in political activities, saying that if they like 
to do so tt was better to return to their home country 


More than 100,000 of the $00,000 Rwandan refugees in 
Negara district in the region have shown willingness to 
return home 
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Tanzania: 100,000 Rwandan Refugees Agree To 
Keturn Home 


LAV902190096 Dar es Salaam Radwo Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0400 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} A hundred thousand Rwandan 
refugees in Ngara, Kagera Region, have accepted their 
government's call to return home to parucipate in nauon 
building. The refugees told Rwandan Prime Minister 
Pierre Celesun Rwigyema that they are fed up with 
refugee lite and are therefore reacy to return home 


Mr. Rwigyema, who is on a two-day visit to Kagera 
Region aimed at persuading the refugees to return home, 
reassured the refugees in regard to their security and 
property when they return home. He also promised that 
they will return to work on their farms, adding that 
his government will bear the responsibility of removing 
those who have been occupying their houses and farms 
since 1994, 


Addressing the refugees in Benako Camp, Ngara Dis- 
trict, yesterday, Mr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, the minis- 
ter of foreign affairs and international cooperation, reaf- 
firmed the Tanzanian Government's stand of giving ev- 
ery type of assistance to make the voluntary repatriauion 


Exe©rcise a SUCCESS. 
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Rwandan Pnme Minister Rwigyema will wind up his 
visit by tournng and talking with Rwandan refugees in 
Karagwe District, Kagera Region 


Tanzania: Police Seize Four Tonnes of Narcotics 
bkA0902214396 Dar es Salaam Radto lancanta 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMI Y Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Police in Dar es Salaam and 
Kilimanjaro Regions have seized 200 bags tull of 
narcotics, equivalent to four tonnes, at (Karuma Vunja), 
Kilimanjaro Region. A police statement said police ot 
the two regions also cooperated to arrest two people in 
connection with the haul, and two others are sought on 
charges of involvement in the narcoucs trade 


The statement said this is the second time the police 
have seized a large quantity of narcotics. The first time 
in 199], they seized five tonnes of drugs imported int 
the country trom India 


Police invesugauions show that part of the cargo has 
already been dispatched to Europe and has now been 
seized in Brussels, Belgium. The statement said the 
two people appeared in court today, and efforts are 
conunuing to find the other two suspects who bh 


ive Ned 
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South Africa: Mandela Discusses Cur: ent Situation 


MB1102205896 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1815 GMT 11 Feb 96 


{Interview wit) South African President Nelson Man- 
dela by SABC poliucal reporter Tim Modise at the pres- 
ident’s home, Genadendal, in Cape Town — live; from 
the Focus” program] 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Modise}] Six years ago Nelson 
Mandela walked througii the gates of Victor Verster 
Prison, free at last. Now the prisoner-turned-president 
and his government of nalional unity are almost halfway 
through their term of office. In the two years since 
the election, the government has worked to entrench 
democracy; the economy is growing steadily; and the 
nauon seems united, as our sporting heroes sweep 
all before them. But beneath the euphoria, the /egacy 
of apartheid remains. Mass poverty, unemployment, 
homelessness, and land hunger, ‘0 name but a few 
critical issues. Mr. President, weicome to Focus. As the 
country starts its third year of democracy, you made 
a call for a new patriousm and the creation of a new 
society. However, with incidents like the one we saw in 
Potgietersrust, the economic disparittes between races 
in our society, and the other divisions that are there in 
our society, one wonders how we are goittg to be able 
to create this particular new society you talked about. 


{Mandela} Well, | would like 'o remind you of the 
point | made repeatedly in the run-up to the elections. 
I pointed out that our aim was to better the lives of 
our people, create jobs, build houses, and deliver other 
services to the community. But | warred that this is not 
something that can be achieved overnight. It is going 
to take years, even as much as five years, before there 
is visible delivery, because we have inherited a debt of 
250 billion rands, which we were servicing at the rate 
of 28 billion rands a year. Now it has gone up to 34 
billion, and we have had huge capital outflows from 
the country. A statement given to me by the Reserve 
Bank shows that from 1985 to the first half of 1995, 
51.76 billion rands left the country. They go on to say, 
after the installation of the government of national unity, 
there was a dramatic change and that 30 billion of that 
amount has come back to the country. 


Now, you must look at the problem from what I said, 
warning the country that we must not expect these things 
to take place overnight. It 1s a process which is going 
to take some years. Nevertheless, within that period we 
have delivered services, but you can't expect a legacy 
of the most brutal form of racism in this country to 
be addressed and solved within a period of two years. 
But we have laid down the building blocks; we have 
spent more than a year planning, but planning in such 
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a way that we don’t prescribe to the communities to 
whom we are going to deliver services. We want to 
get from them what it is they want. Other people have 
priority for houses, but to others, especially in the rural 
areas, the most important priority is water, and therefore 
we decided to get a briefing from the various areas, to 
find out what is exactly needed in that parucular area. 
We have now finished planning, and visible delivery is 
going to be seen, but anybody who expects that within 
the period of three years we should have solved all 
the problems created by the legacy of apartheid, that 
is unrealistic. But already, we have delivered services 
to our people, and our people realize thal a new era 
has begun and there is hope for the future; there 1s 
confidence in the present, and that is how we have 
been able now to mobilize the country, to realize that 
you have got a government that is prepared to deliver 
services. 


[Modise} Now, in your speech, Mr. Mandela, you 
acknowledged that the 3 percent economic growth 
rate that we realized this past year has not translated 
into new jobs being created, and now, with around 4 
million people unemployed, and hundreds of thousands 
of school- leavers entering the job market with no 
possibility of them finding jobs, what do you think 
should be the new approach, new strategies that should 
be applied to create those jobs or to translate economic 
growth into new job opportunities? 


[Mandela] One of the problems that we face in this 
country is growth without development, and yet the 
aim is that the two shcuiu go together — growth 
and human resource development. This is what we 
are addressing. If you noticed from my speech, | 
emphasized four critical issues if our economy 1s 
going to grow and be able to absorb the army of 
unemployed in this country. We are saying, first, we 
should gradually phase out exchange controls. We want 
our business to be internationally competitive, without 
any protection. Second, we want to inculcate the culture 
of compeutiveness in our business, and we want to stop 
subsidies to state enterprises and private sector which 
are incompetent, without imaginauion. We also want 
to encourage competitiveness so thal we can increase 
productivity in the country, and modernize because we 
are insisting that there should be a heavy investment in 
infrastructure. 


We believe that taking these steps will ensure that our 
economy will grow as fast as is possible, under the 
circumstances, and therefore we'll be able to create jobs. 
But, of course, while we understand the problems facing 
our workers in this country, and that it is reasonable for 
them to demand an increase in wages, we are warning 
our workers that they must not think only of their 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and disseminatyon| 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners j 


FBIS-AFR-96-029 
12 February 1996 


interests, because at least they can go home and take 
some package for Uh * families. There is an army ot 


more than 40 percent of our people unemployed, and if 


they demand high wages — which they are enuUed to 
do — then it becomes difficult for companies to expand 
their enterprises and to take some of the unemployed. 


[{Modise] There is a contradiction, though, in the inter- 
national trading arena where, for example, South Africa 
opens up to internavonal competion and you find other 
countries dumping the goods that are produced in abu- 
sive labor conditions, and they dump their goods in the 
country, for example, the texule industry. Many goods 
are coming into the country, and people who work tn 
that particular sector are being laid off. 


{Mandela} Well, business must be in a position to 
compete internationally, and we wanted to leave that to 
business. The state must stop protecting uncompetitive 
business, and there are sections of our industries, of our 
business, which have never enjoyed protection, which 
have never enjoyed subsidies, but which are doing very 
well, and it is business that must protect itself, and not 
the state. 


{Modise} But the workers would say, we look to you 
Mr. President and the government ‘o see if you can 
create a Mechanism to protect our jobs, and sull staying 
with that textile sector. 


[Mandela] A powerful trade union movement does not 
have to seek the protection of the government in order 
to stop such abuses. They have got the power to boycott 
compames which allow other countries to dump useless 
goods in the country. It 1s for them to take the initiative, 
whatever we are being asked to do, without affecting 
our program of ensuring that we have no exchange 
controls, we have no tarnffs, we will do, but it is the 
responsibility of labor itself and management to ensure 
no countries are dumping cheap goods in this 
\ 


[A.. se] Is the government still pursuing anti-trust 
laws, will you be looking to those, are sull trying to... 


{Mandela, interrupting] Oh, certainly! The fact that you 
have got five conglomerates in this country which own 
more than three-quarters of the shares quoted in the 
stock exchange ts absolutely undesirable. We cannot 
have our industry, our economy flourishing and growing 
if that economy 1s choked by five conglomerates which 
monopolize industry in the country, where there is no 
competition. There must be competition, and that 1s 
why the minister of trade and industry ts resolved, 1s 
determined to amend the Competition Act to ensure that 
there is this competitiveness, and therefore antitrust !aws 
we crucial in that regard 
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{[Modise}] You acknowledge in your speech again Mr 
President that the housing strategy was struggling along. 
was not as successful and as effective as you would have 
liked it to be. What are the problems there’ 


Mandela) Well, look, one of the strongest characteris- 
tics in the African National Congress 1s that we don’t 
fear taking the public into confidence about the prob- 
lems that we are facing. We had a very competent min- 
ister of housing, he was getting into grips with the prob- 
lems and trying to remove all the ramificauions which 
made it difficult for us to have the necessary capacity 
to use the resources that we have to build, and, there- 
tore, there was also a conflict between the minister and 
some of the provinces because the intention of the min- 
ister was to ensure that we have affordable and basic 
high-quality service to the poor of the poorest. He de- 
vised a scheme where we would concentrate in provid- 
ing accommodation tor the most disadvantaged mem- 
bers of the community; that was not the idea with all the 
provinces. Some of them wanted schemes which were 
tar above the capacity of very poor people. That was the 
first problem. We were able to resolve that because we 
had to work with the provinces, and then of course you 
know what happened, untortunately, he passed away 
Then we had a new minister, and she had to learn the 
ropes because this is the first ume for our people to be 
in government and learning 1s not very easy, but she 
is a very talented and capable young lady. She is now 
getting on top of the problem, and I have no doubt the 
we are going to see visible delivery in that regard in the 
near future. 


{Modise] Mr. President, let me talk to you about your 
latest iniative. You have tned many initiatives before 
trying to make peace and stability in KwaZulu/Natal, 
and this ume around you have engaged in what one may 
call shutde diplomacy, talking to IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] leaders, and talking to his majesty, the King 
Goodwill Zwelithini. This ume around you seem very 
opumistic, and you seem very sure that this initiative is 
going to work. Why? 


[Mandela] Well, I'm highly confident that initiatives 
of this nature are of such a kind that many people 
— the number of people who support such initiatives 
is growing by the day. Up to now I have received 
maximum cooperation from his majesty, as well as from 
the minister of home affairs, Chief Buthelezi, and he 
has been able to whip around those members of his 
organization which rejected this idea at the beginning 
He has honored all the undertakings that he has given to 
me, and therefore I have no reason to douh the success 
of this initiative, because it depends very largely on 
cooperation between his majesty, Chief Buthelez:, and 
[ANC leader in KwaZulu/Natal] Mr. Zuma, and up t 
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now, the three are working very well. Thatis why I am 
confident. 


(Modise} But how soon do you think the imbizo 
{traditional Zulu gathering} is going to be called and 
held? 


{Mandela| Well, | am sure it will be called at the 


earliest possible convenience. I'm in touch with Chief 


Buthelezi, and he ts reporting to me what he is doing. 
Now you know, of course, it's not very easy lo organize 
traditional leaders for anything. You have to go through 
yuite a great deal of protocol. But I have no doubt that 
he has set the ball rolling in this regard. 


{Modise} IT was just thinking to myself, when you were 
working on this initiative, that what if, maybe, the 
imbizo as called, and when you attend th: 

several issues are raised with you, for ex oniph u 
might be called on to apologize for the =hcll House 
killings: the amakhosi [chiefs] might call © oo «ing 
to apologize for having, to quote them, desertes his 
people, that the ANC might have to accede to the IFP’s 
uemand tor international mediation; and, of course, the 
dramatic announcement you made again on Friday [9 
February}, that you might be called to revoke the ban 
on the carrying of traditional weapons. How will you 
respond’? 


{Mandela} Oh, well, these are matters which a person 
in my position should be very clear about. This imbizo 
is actually the initiative of his majesty, King Zwelithini. 
When I went to see him in September and I brought him 
together with Chiet Buthelezi, he said to me, we require 
4 meeting of all the Zulus so that they should tell you 
what their complaints are. | welcomed that, but owing 
to pressure of work, [| did not act upon ths. But on 
the 1Sth of December, | met amakhosi from KwaZulu/ 
Natal, and they then reminded me — and supported very 
strongly by Prince Gideon Zulu and Chet Buthelezi — 
they reminded me of this proposal by his majesty, and 
that it was time tor me to take this initiative, so T am 
taking this initiative because of a request from amakhosi 
themselves. Now, I'm aware of the issues that are going 
to come — the question of Shell House. But | want to 
tell you, without going into detail, that we know what 1s 


going to happen to that case. Already, the pleadings of 


the [FP have been dismissed — we took an exception to 
ther, and twice the Supreme Court dismissed them. But 
now, im the latest pleadings, without going into detail, 
that has almost changed the character of the case. 


[Modise}] So you don’t anticipate to be asked to apolo- 
gize for them? 


[Mandela] Well, | will give them the tacts because they 
lo not know whatis in the documents of the court now, 
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the documents filed by the IFP, which are now betore 
the court. Those documents change the entire Character 
of this case, and we are confident that our people acted 
correctly here. We are absolutely confident. and we are 
going to prove that. 


[Modise} Let's talk polucs of the government o! 
nauonal unity. Within the ANC, the thinking as that 1 
must be dorie away with come the 1999 elecuions. What 
are your thoughts on that? 


{Mandela] Oh, there is no doubt about that. We made 
a compromise in having this government of national 
unity because we wanted to build mutual Contidence 
and to unite the country. Now we want to return to the 
fundamental principle of democracy which is observed 
throughout the civilized world — majonty rule. We are 
determined to get majority rule. Nobody can stop us. We 
made provision in the interim constituuion tor that. We 
hope that we will not have to resort to that, that we'll be 
able to resolve this matter. Lam having discussions with 
the other political parties so that we should be able | 

resolve this question. There is no question in our mand 
that majority rule 1s now called for, and we are poing 
to have it. 


[Modise} But the National Party [NP] has repeated|y 
said that South Africa is able to attract foreign invest 
ment precisely because the NP ts part of the government 
of national unity. 


[Mandela] Well, | am not going to express an opinion 
on that. They're entitled to express an opinion. But they 
have been in power and there was an outflow of capital 
in this country, We are now in power the ANC 
That capital is coming back into the country and the 
confidence of both the local and toreign businessmen 
is rising, and we are confident that thal is happening 
because people are confident of the policies initiated by 
the African National Congress 


[Modise] Today, when you were on Robben Island 
Mr. Mandela, you announced that you were sending 
invitations to Cuban leader Fidel Castro and also to 
Libyan leader Colonel al-Qedhdhati 


[Mandela] | am not sending... lL invited Fide! Castro. He 
was supposed to come here in August last year, but he 
had problems, and he has asked for a postponement! 
1 am determined to have him in this country. | am 
determined to invite Col. al-Qadhdhati: Those are our 
friends, who were with us when we were all alone 
Those two countries, the Soviet Union, the Scandinaviar 
countries, Holland, and India have always supported our 
cause, and | am not going to dispense with the trends 
who made it possible for us to win his landslide victory 
I'm not going to, on the advice of ray former enemies 
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and those who were supporung my enemies — I'm not 
going to take advice as to whom my tnends should be. 
Fidel Caso — the doors are open to him to come to 
this country. Col. al-Qadhdhafi ts exactly in the same 
position. The enemies of the West are not my enemies, 
and I'm not prepared to be dictated to at all, by anybody. 
1 am going to invite trends to come to this country, 


{Modise} Mr. Mandela, you are seen as one of the 
leading leaders in the world, morally so. You are 
even presented as a role model for other leaders all 
over the world. But let's focus for a moment on the 
conunent. We see oppressive regimes emerging all 
over the contunent. What are your opimons about the 
problems that are confronted by the fellow Atricans 
across the continent’ 


{Mandela} Well, African leaders have taced formidable 
problems the legacy of imperialism, colonialism, 
and colonial exploitation. They are faced with those 
problems. But | think they are coping very well. We 
once had one-party states throughout the continent. 
The majority of the Afncan countries have embraced 
a democratic form of government, and there are still 
problems here and there, but we have got very capable 
and experienced leaders who were there before | came 
out, who are domg very well under very difficult 
conditions. There are cases, of course, where there have 
heen coups. In one case, there was a coup in a country, 
which I'm not gomg to mention, and the leader of that 
coup came to me and he said, Mr. President, we want 
you to visit our country because we have taken over 
power, but we don't know what to do with it. Now, 
we have those problems, they are unavoidable. But the 
port is this, that Africa is moving away irom those 
coups, from one-party states, and that is a good trend 
which we tully support. 


{Modise} Well, | would have wanted to ask more about 
the Nigerian situation, and so on, and so forth, but this 
is a very special day in many ways — the I! 1th of 
February six years that you emerged from prison. 
I'm sure tonight, as | speak with you, there are a lot 
of people who are thinking of you, wishing you well in 
their prayers and meditations, and they are quite happy 
that you became a tree man and led them to freedom 
as well. But one wonders how you have felt, and what 
experiences you went through, that you would regard as 
very distressing Moments in the past six years of your 
treedom 


{Mandela} Well, actually, | don’t think that there are any 
major events which can distress me, because you musi 
remember | am part of a collective leadership which has 
got highly competent, gifted, and experienced leaders, 
with whom Im working. To work in a collective such 
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as we have produced is one of the most comfortung, 
because it is that collective leadership that 1» addressing 
the problems, and I'm just one of them. Some of them 
are doing far more than | am doing. The only difference 
is that when there is victory, I claim it for me, and when 
there are disasters and reverses, | blame them. 


{[Modise] Now, you have a proud history and personal- 
ity as well — Mandela the lawyer, the freedom fighter, 
celebrated prisoner, the boxer, the dresser, of course, fa- 
mous for your shirts; the founding father of democratic 
South Africa, and of course, the key muti [medicine] 
man to South African sports teams in recent umes. How 
would you like future generations to remember you? 


{Mandela} Well, Tim, that’s a difficult question. We 
leave it to future generations to pass judgment. All that 
I can tell you 1s that my heroes are men and women who 
are addressing the problems of the poorest of the poor, to 
put sunshine in their hearts. That 1s my fondest dream. 
Those are the people | admire. But to pass judgment 
on what I have been able to do, | leave it to future 
generations. But | hope that whatever judgment they 
pass, they will do so in the context of a man who was 
working with a team, and some of whom stand head 
and shoulders above me, and I have no doubt that when 
I step down, there will be leaders who will raise this 
organizauon to a higher level, just as Oliver Tambo did. 
Nobody knew about Oliver Tambo when Ciiet Luthuli 
was there, and the question was being asked) What wil! 
happen when Luthull leaves’ 


[Modise] Now, we're coming to the end of the prc zram, 
and | was very curious to find out what you do when 
you're not running the country. If you can give me a 
couple of seconds and tell me what you do. 


[Mandela] Well, it's very difficult because one has got 
a very packed program. But one of the things i am 
committed to 1s exercise. | go out every morning at § 
o'clock, and my security guards must be tired of me, 
because I go out with them at $:00, and I like that. But 
the problem that I have is that | am unable to do those 
things which are close to my heart. | would like to work, 
you know, with children, to improve their condition, 
but... 


[Modise, interrupting] Yes. Well, I have to come tn here 
hecause time has just run out. Madtha [traditional ttle 
of respect], thank you very much, and may God bless 
and guide you. Thank you for granting us the interview 


{Mandela} | thank you. 
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South Africa: Mandela Considering Inviting 
al-Qadhdhafi for Visit 


MBI 102183296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1750 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[Report by Jacques Keet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} ROBBEN ISLAND Feb 11 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela announced on 
Sunday he was considering inviting Libya's Colonel 
Mu ‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi to visit South Africa. 


Speaking in the quarry where he worked as a prisoner 
on Robben Island Mandela said this would be to 
thank al-Qadhdhah for his support during the struggle 
for liberation. He made the announcement during a 
visit there with Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland. Cuba's President Fidel Castro had already 
been invited to South Africa. 


Mandela said during the apartheid years many Western 
countries had supported the government, while certain 
countries — the Scandinavians, Cubans, Libyans, So- 
cialist and Asian countnes — had provided unwaver- 
ing support to the liberation movement. “It is through 
their support that we are empowered today”. Mandela 
disclosed that the head of a leading western state had 
asked him to break ties with Cuba and Libya. "I refused. 
We will never renounce our friends.” 


Om the sixth anniversary of his release after 27 years of 


imprisonment, Mandela called on all South Africans to 
rise above ethnic considerauions and think of the country 
as a whole. The different groups had to stop thinking 
they were the only population group in South Africa, he 
said. All South Africans had to unite in building a new 
nation, and South Atrica’s thumphant sports teams had 
already played a vital role in uniting the country. 


Brundtland presented Mandela with a donation of more 
than R1O million [rands] for the future use of the 
National Monument of Robben Island. Mandela thanked 
him tor the donation and said it came as no surprise 
because the Norwegians had been ‘doing this since the 
start of our struggle. 


Earlier, Mandela and Brundtland visited Cellblock B 
of the prison and the cell in which he had been 
incarcerated. ‘Come and see my home. It was my 
home for 1% years, Mandela told the premier. After 
this, Mandela asked to see the prisoners to introduce 
Brundtland to them. Urging about 80 prisoners to study, 
the president said: “I actually got a degree here. Some 
young people got two or three degrees.” “Do your work 
during the day and do your studying at night,” he added. 


Brundtland was presented with a special gift — a piece 
of limestone from the quarry that Mandela and the 
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other Rivonia tnalists had laboured in. More of these 
“Robben Island quarry rocks” are to be sold locally and 
internauonally to raise funds for ex-poliucal prisoners 
The Norwegian premier was honoured by receiving 
the first of these, presented in a special display box 
including a certificate of authenticity signed by Mandela 
and a brief history of his imprisonment on the island 


South Africa: IFP, Freedom Front, PAC React To 
Mandela’s Address 


MB0902171996 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In his opening address in 
Parliament today, President Mandela announced that 
strong acuon would be taken against the perpetrators 
of violence, particularly in KwaZulu/Natal. [passage 
omitted] 


The president’s speech did not find favor with [words 
indistinct], 


[Begin Van der Merwe recording} Mr. Mandela has 
sketched, and he boasted about a new South Africa 
that we don't see. He spoke about a South Afnea of 
which the majority of people think that the country ts 
well on its way. He says they now feel that there's 
a better life for all and it's becoming the land of our 
dreams. Now we don’t see that South Atrica. What ‘ve 
see 18 a country still struggling with unemployment. 
with poverty. The whole housing project ts a failure 
The RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program| 
is not getting off the ground. The violence is mie. The 
consttutional problems are sull there. [end recording | 


In its response, the Freedom Front expressed reser- 
vations about the Truth and Reconciliaion Commis. 
sion saying the commission would not reach tts objeec- 
lives of promoting reconciliation and encouraging pati 
otism. Freedom Front leader Constand Viljoen said the 
Afrikaner nation, in particular, was concerned about the 
treatment of former national defense and police force 
generals. 


Pan-Africamist Congress [PAC] President Clarence 
Makwetu says the president's speech contains nothing 
new and that issues such as crime, land distribution, 
and violence, are still rife. He says that the me for 
political rhetoric 1s over and the time for action has 
arrived. 
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South Africa: Sexwale Says Trip to Cuba Not 
Meant To ‘Insult’ U.S. 


MBO0802101296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0713 GMT 08 Feb 96 


[Report by Neil Lurssen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} WASHINGTON Feb 8 SAPA 
— Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale on Wednesday dis- 
missed claims that his pending visit to Cuba represented 
an insult to the United States which has imposed a strict 
trade embargo on the small communist nation. 


No American leader had approached him to say such 
a thing and South Africa would never insult America, 
Sexwale told reporters in Washington. 


“It would be the greatest insult to my people in South 
Africa if we ever succumbed to being dictated to — and 
America has not dictated to South Africa,” he said. 


The Gauteng leader had what was described as an 
amicable telephone conversation on Wednesday night 
with his sternest critic in the U.S. — Republican 
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, chairman of ‘he 
U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Africa, 
who is of Cuban descent and a dedicated opponent of 
the Fidel Castro regime. 


Sexwale is to meet Castro and other top Cuban officials 
after he leaves the U.S. in 12 days’ time. 


He politely disagreed with Ros-Lehtinen’s assertion that 
his visit would add to Castro's credibility, pointing out 
that the Cuban leader already had credibility and that 
Cuba had ties with most European countries. 
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Sexwale described Ros-Lehtinen as a wondertul person 
to speak to" and said she had accepted his invitauon to 
visit South Africa as his guest. 


He said he respected the views of those who felt strongly 
about the situation in Cuba but, as “a God-fearing 
person”, he was convinced that the U.S. and Cuba would 
eventually fin! peace with each other through dialogue 
and reconciliation. [Words indistinct] myself | am a 
product of dialogue,” he said, adding that without the 
Mandela-de Klerk dialogue, he would be ending his 18- 
year prison sentence only this year. 


Far from pacing a prison yard, the Gauteng premier 
has a crowded schedule in the U.S. On his first day on 
Wednesday, he met bankers and businessmen, called 
on the State Department, paid a courtesy visit to Vice- 
President Al Gore and spoke to the chief of Africare. 


Sexwale is to meet the governors of New York, Cali- 
fornia and Georgia, address colleges, inspect Olympic 
facilities in Atlanta and be briefed by New York City’s 
police commission on the dramatic downturn in crime 
there. 


As far his trip to Cuba was concerned, he said he had 
gone to the former Soviet Union for military training as 
a Catholic and had come away as a Catholic: “I go to 
Cuba as a Catholic — I will come back as a Catholic. 


South Africa’s message was one of peace and reconcil- 
lation — a “spirit of Mandela-ism,” he said. 
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Angola 


Angola: Officials, Liberal Party Leader Welcome 
UN Decision 


MB1002180996 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT Y Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan politicians have wel- 
comed the UN Security Council ruling on Angola. Some 
of them say that to ensure success 1s achieved in the 
next three months, Angolans, with no exception, should 
show more goodwill instead of finding culprits 


[Begin recording] (Foreign Minister Venancio de 
Moura] Secretary General Butrus-Ghali’s proposed that 
the UN mandate should be extended six months, though 
in the end it was unanimously agreed that it should be 
for three months. We think that will do. Often there 
are psychological and administrative factors involved 
that prompt the secretary general to set a reasonable 
schedule. In practice that does not happen all the time. 
Luckily for Angolans and the government in particular, 
[words indistinct] because we would not like to have 
sO many foreigners —— one still needs to find out who 
is the best among them — in Angola for an unknown 
period of time 


(Unidentified correspondent] Do you think it will be 
possible to give a new impetus to the UN mission over 
the next three months’ 


{Moura} Yes. We think the resolution is also aimed at 
Angolans, notably those who, contrary to what they 
clam, are still not committed to an effective and 
speedy implementation of what they have agreed upon. 
Specifically, | am referring to UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola]. What | mean 1s 
that we must be committed not only in word, but also 
in deed, so the international community has no reason 
to threaten to pull out and abandon the process. 


[Assistance and Social Reintegration Minister Albino 
Malungo} Although the international community ts 
somewhat unhappy with the delays marnng the peace 
process, it is still interested in peace in Angola. The 
three-month period reflects solidanty with Angola, and 
shows that one is worried about Angola because our 
country is sull [words indistinct] so that Angola may 
find reconciliation and peace. | would like to urge 
UNITA to speed up the quartering and disarming of 
its soldiers. Peace must be restored in our country so 
we can enjoy all that is good in our land. 


[Liberal Democratic Party President Analia Pereira] | 
believe we will move in the right direction — soldiers 
will be quartered and UNITA will fulfill the pledges 1t 
made to the international observers. It was necessary to 
extend the UN mandate because it would have been a 
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pity to pull out at a time when the process has come 
a long way. The tulfillment of the peace process ts 
essential to the country’s (?development) 


[Correspondent] Do you think the goodwill shown over 
the past few days will bear trum in the next three 
months? 


[Pereira] | think so. Lam an optimistic person, At times 
we might not understand certain things, One often plans 
something thai ts then hindered by one or another factor, 
thus preventing the umely fulfillment of those plans. 
The government and UNITA have taken positive steps. 
We have evaluated the delays, but right now it is not 
up to us to blame anyone tor the situauion, What we 
must do is promote the view that peace 1s irreversible 
and that Angolans as a whole aspire to peace. Since the 
United Nations has extended the mandate three months, 
we must not let the peace process die tor reasons like the 
ferrying of personnel and others that could be beyond 
our control, What matters is that the peace process has 
come a long way, and to pull out at this stage would be 
chaouc. [end recording] 


Angola: Envoy to UN Hails 3-Month Extension 


MBO0902205896 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT Y Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Afonso van Dunem Mbinda, 
Angolan ambassador to the United Nations, told the 
People’s Television of Angola today that the interna- 
tional community wants to see to what extent the An- 
golan peace process can withstand the difficulties it 
faces. Commenting on the UN Security Council's de- 
cision to extend the UN Angola Verification Mission 
{Unavem]-3's mandate, Ambassador Mbinda had this 
to say on the line trom New York: 


[Begin recording] [Mbinda] This three-month extension 
of the Unavem-3's mandate 1s very significant to the 
Angolan Government and to the enure peace process 
Three months will give the National Umion for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] enough time to 
contine and disarm all its listed forces. In view of this, 
we think this three-month extension in part of what was 
needed tor UNITA to implement its troop confinement 
and disarmament plans as rapidly as possible 


[Unidentihed correspondent] Meanwhile, peace process 
tasks include actions other than troop confinement alone 
Are all these tasks supposed to be carned cut over these 
three months, or only the UNITA troop confinement’ 


[Mbhinda| No. Over these three months we are supposed 
to carry out all the tasks listed in the Lusaka peace 
accord: troop confinement, UNITA must cease its hos- 
uultues: and people and goods must enjoy freedom of 
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movement. In other words, UNITA must do over the 
next three months all the things it has not done yet, 
including the release of prisoners. This program was re- 
cently devised and it takes into account all of the Lusaka 
Protocol's terms. Thus, you must do more over these 
three months than just confine UNITA troops. In fact, 
UNITA must work to ensure that the peace accord 1s 
fully implemented. 


(Correspondent] Do the UN Security Council members 
perceive this three-month extension to be a realistic 
deadline for all the tasks at hand? 


[Mbinda] We think so. In fact, UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali’s report proposed a six-month 
extension but the UN Security Council was rather 
impatient and cut it to three. In doing so, the Security 
Council wanted to show how impatient the international 
community and the Angolan people have become about 
an end to the peace process and, with it, all the tasks 
listed in the Lusaka Protocol. What is more, the situation 
will be verified on the ground on a monthly basis to see 
to what extent UNITA and the government are fulfilling 
their commitments. We all know that the government 
has fully complied with all its tasks. Now, it is up to 
UNITA to discharge all its tasks. 


[Correspondent] Wall those on-the-ground verification 
operations be conducted by UN teams traveling to 
Luanda every month, or will they be done by the 
Unavem-3 here in Angola? 


[Mbinda} It could be either way. The report specifically 
says that, whenever necessary, a Security Council team 
will come out to Angola to see to what extent UNITA 
is abiding by the Lusaka Protocol's terms. 


[Correspondent] Ambassador Mbinda, you have accused 
the Republic of Zaire of interfering in the Lusaka 
Protocol's implementation. When it approved the three- 
month extension did the UN Security Council say 
anything about Zaire’s logistical support for UNITA in 
recent months? 


{[Mbinda] Yes, the UN resolution makes very clear 
reference to that matter: Paragraph 20 specifically asks 
all states, notably those on Angola's borders, to do 
everything to ensure that the Angolan peace process 
goes ahead. It also calls on those countries not to allow 
themselves to be used as springhoards to facilitate the 
entry of men, weapons, and ammunition into Angolan 


territory hy encouraging war to resume. We want 
to see | end forever. To answer your question, 
then, t! ‘uc of Zaire is not mentioned by name, 
but ther mplicit call by the Security Council for 


those countries must stop providing support for UNITA. 
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In other words, the Republic of Zaire must observe those 
specific terms of the resoluuion, 


(Correspondent) Thank you for granting us this inter- 
view, and we wish you the best of luck. [end recording] 


Angola: ICRC Reports Government Freed 492 
POWs, UNITA 139 


MB0902205696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) The International Committee of 
the Red Cross [ICRC] today announced the number 
of prisoners of war treed by the government and the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA]. The government has treed 492 prisoners since 
the signing of the Lusaka Protocol, while UNITA has 
only freed 139 prisoners, 43 of whom were freed yester- 
day. The ICRC supervised the release and transported 
the former prisoners to their home areas. 


Angola: UNDP Supports Former Soldiers’ 
Reintegration Institute 


MB0902183296 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The Institute tor Professional 
and Social Reintegration of Former Soldiers has ben- 
efited from further assistance. The Planning Ministry, 
Assistance and Social Reintegration Ministry, and the 
United Nations Development Program [UNDP] signed 
a tripartite Cooperation agreement today. The ceremony 
was held in one of the Planning Ministry's halls. 


Planning Minister Jose Pedro de Morais and Assistance 
and Social Reintegration Minister Albino Malungo 
signed the agreement on the Angolan side, while (Gor- 
don Summers) signed for the UNDP. [passage omitted] 


The UNDP will assist two projects of the institute. These 
projects, valued at over $20 million, are designed to pro- 
vide technical assistance in the fields of administration, 
professional training, and establishment of small com- 
panies for the demobilized soldiers. 


Angola: UNITA’s Savimbi Interviewed on Peace 
Process 


MB0902171196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Yesterday was UNITA [Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
leader Jonas Savimm's own deadline to get more than 
16,000 of his soldiers in Angola quartered and disarmed 
in United Nations camps. He didn’t meet it. He says 
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14,000 were ready, The UN says only a little over ¥,000 
were registered. It will be more frustration for the in- 
lernauional Community over the halting peace process 
which began in November 1994. The UN showed its 
impatience yesterday by extending the mandate by a 
mere three months. But Jonas Savimbi says he ts do- 
ing his best with his generals who are unhappy about 
giving in their guns, especially as the last ime they did 
it in 1992, they went to Luanda and were massacred 
by government forces. On the line to his headquarters 
in Bailundo, Elizabeth Ohene asked Jonas Savimbi it 
therefore he was expecting a mutiny by his generals at 
any moment? 


(Begin recording] [Savimbi] Up to now, 1 don’t think 
so. Up to this hour that | am talking to you, I think | 
have the control of the situation. I don’t know the next 
day to come, but I hope that I am going to display my 
authority on the soldiers | have been fighting with along 
for these years; and I hope that there will be no mutiny, 
But that they are not happy, that ts a fact. 


{Ohene] Now, what are you telling them to convince 
them, though? Are you yourself convinced that you have 
got good faith on the other side or what are you telling 
your soldiers’ 


(Savimbi] There are two points there. My philosophy 
is: Things change The situation has changed, let us 
adjust ourselves to new circumstances. But I need to 
have proof that on the other side, they are prepared 
to work with us in good faith. | don’t have that proot 
yet. | am telling them that we have nothing to win by 
insisting on guerrilla war. We have an opportunity to try, 
if we accept to go along with Lusaka protocol. Then, 
let the time not prove me wrong. So then, | think they 
will continue to trust me. But if the government has 
another agenda, and tomorrow there is onslaught on the 
soldiers, then they will say: Look, Savimbi was not very 
clever. But from this point in ime, I want to try to trust 
President Dos Santos that what he told me it 1s what he 
Is going to try to do. 


[Ohene}] Now, Dr. Savimbi, | wonder if I can ask you 
You know, for a long time now, you haven't been 
seen in many places and you haven't been giving many 
interviews. Now, | wonder what you have been doing 
with your time. You haven't been out fighting, have 
you? 


[Savimbi} No. “‘aughs] I think last year I have been 
travelling a lot in Africa and in Europe. So now | am 
concentrating on my party, and we have a lot to do. 


[Ohene] Well, it is just that, you know, you went very 
silent and you know, last year there were even all these 
rumors about you having died and all that. You know, 
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| wonder, what you were teeling when all those stories 
were going around? 


(Savimbi| [laughs] No. | think that Tam not dead. I was 
in Brussels. | was in Paris. | was in South Africa. Then 
| am fine. The question ts that the situation of Angola 
is so compheated — when I talk and I give interviews, 
they say I talk too much. When I get silent, they say 
this man is making some (conspiracy). So then, | don't 
know what to do. But I [words indistinct) myself. T talk 
when it is necessary, and I stop when I think that it 1s 
not useful, 


[Ohene} Dr. Savimbi, you know, UNITA has evolved 
somehow. Some people who used to be your good 
friends, | don’t think are now your friends. Who really 
are UNITA’s trends these days? 


[Savimbi] We have many. | think in Africa, we have 
maintained our old trends. We did not lose a single 
one, but we even, we have added others. Today, when 
we start to say: Peace is the best way to follow, I think 
we have created more sympathy in Africa than before. 
In Europe, we have also friends, some of them old, 
others new. Then, I think if you can talk about losing 
friends, let us say what people are talking all over, that 
United States were on our side, today they are on the 
side of the government. That is go and come. [sentence 
as heard] It is not so dangerous because | think that 
the Americans, what they want is peace and stability. 
So, they will blame anyone who will start war again. | 
think we can consider only on the question of the United 
States where people say they have turned against us, but 
it is not true. They did not turn against us. They have 
recognized the government of President Dos Santos. 
They give them support. | don’t know which type of 
support. But I know also that they are committed to the 
process of peace in this country. But except the United 
States, | cannot mention another country which was a 
friend of UNITA, which today 1s not. [end recording] 


Angola: Further on Jonas Savimbi Interview 


MB0902192296 London BBC World Service 
in Enelish 1705 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Yesterday was UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
leader Jonas Savimhi's own deadline to get more than 
16,000 of his soldiers in Angola quartered and disarmed 
in United Nations camps. He didn’t meet it. He says 
14,000 were ready. The UN says only a little over 8,000 
were registered. [passage omitted] On the line to his 
headquarters in Bailundo, Elizabeth Ohene asked Jonas 
Savimbhi tf, therefore, he was expecting a mutiny by his 
generals at any moment. 
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[Begin recording] [passage omitted) (Ohene) What is 
the town like? I mean, are there shops? What is life like 
there for the ordinary people around in the town? 


{Savimbi] Yes, we have really very small shops. We 
have a market, an African market, like in all African 
capitals, which is full every morning up to four o'clock 
in the afternoon. We have enough food. We have 
schools. We have clinics. I think life is more alive here 
than in the towns controlled by the government. We 
have no criminals here. We have no shooting dunng 
the night. I saw an article in NEW YORK TIMES 
which was really a lie. It was only that one who wrote 
this, because everybody who came to Bailundo, they 
have admired the way how you find people. They are 
easygoing. They are working. They are studying. They 
have clinics. Even you see on their faces that they are 
people who want to live. So then, anyone who can come 
here with an open mind, he will write what I am telling 
you. Who comes here with prejudice, definitely, he will 
write something that he thinks and he believes on. 


{Ohene] And can I ask you briefly about the diamond 
mining areas and all the reports about the amount of 
diamond mining that is under the control of UNITA? 
1 wonder how is it you are going to finally be able to 
relinquish ali that power and wealth? 


[Savimbi] I don’t think that there is any wealth at all. 
It is true that we control some part of those areas. 
The government does also control some part of those 
diamonds. | think that in the protocol of Lusaka, there 
is a Stage where the authority of the central government 
will be extended to all areas, including that one of 
mines, with diamonds. So then, UNITA has no other 
intention but to comply with the protocol. So we are 
not going to fight for diamonds as the mercenaries do. 
The South African mercenaries came here only because 
of diamonds. But also, they will have to make up their 
minds to go back home because diamond will come 
under control of the government and the people. 


(Ohene} And Dr. Savimbi, is this war over finally? Is 
this war over? Can the people of Angola sleep knowing 
that this war won't start again? 


[Savimbi] If it depended only on me — when I am 
in eight days, let us say, to be correct, 10 days, | am 
disarming 16,500 soldiers with heavy weapons and even 
I have tanks that I have surrendered to Vila Nova, to 
the quartering area — if it depended only on me, | 
could assure you that the war in Angola is over. [end 
recording] 
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Angola: UNITA Confines 9,055 Soldiers to Barracks 


MB0902133096 Luanda Radio Nactonal Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT Y Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} An UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-3 source just informed our news 
desk that the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] has quartered 9,055 [number as 
heard] soldiers with the following distribuuon Vila 
Nova, 3,600; Londuimbali, 1,941; Negage, 2,708, and 
Quibaxe, 799 soldiers. A Unavem-3 delegation lett for 
assembly areas in Vila Nova and Londuimbali this 
morning to verity whether UNITA is quartering children 
and old men, The mission is led by Unavem-3 chie! 
General Philip Valery Sibanda and representatives of the 
troika of observers and government and UNITA Joint 
Commission members responsible tor military attairs 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: World Bank Team Cancels Review Due 
to Instability 


MB1102160196 Mbabane THE TIMES O1 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY tn English 11 Feb 96 p4 


[Report * © Khosi Ntshalintshal| 


[FBIS Transcribed Tex.}| Mbabane World Bank 
Officials who were supposed to come into the Couutry 
to conduct a regular annual review of the Urban 
Development Project progress are no longer coming 
because of the instability of the country 


This was confirmed by the Acting Principal Secretary 
in the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development Mr 
Menzi Ntezinde. The mission was scheduled to arrive 
on February &. 


He said the World Bank's agreement was settled las! 
year and it was declared effective in January 1996 


He said there are no outstanding agreements that need to 
be discussed with the Bank because the loan has already 
been approved and declared effective 


He said the bank has an outstanding agreement with the 
Ministry of Housing to review progress of the project 
once a year as part of the agreed monitoring plan which 
will continue the duration or life of the project Mr 
Ntezinde said. 


“Project progress 1s impressive, for example in January 
this year invitations for the first three tenders of the 
project were is- [end of article as published) 
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Swaziland: Government, Unions Hold First Talks 
Since Strike 


MB1002192096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1858 GMT 10 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE Feb 10 SAPA — 
Delegations leaving a closed-door meeting on Saturday 
between the Swaziland government, the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU], with the Federation 
of Swaziland Employers as observers, were tight-lipped. 


The meeting was the first held between government and 
the SFTU since the federation abandoned negouations 
concerning 27 labour issues last month and embarked 
on a nauonwide stayaway which brought commerce and 
industry to a standsull. The SFTU threatened to resume 
the stayaway on February 19 unless government met 
the 27 demands and seven politically related demands. 
It was believed these additional issues were officially 
tabled at Saturday's meeting called to discuss conditions 
for resumisy fegotiations concerning the original 27 
labour tssue, — adding the other seven. 


Leaders left the five-hour meeting in a jovial mood. 
Meeting cliairman Dr Jeremy Gule issued a brief joint 
press statement stating the meeting had been held 
to discuss current issues and had been adjourned to 
Tuesday [13 February]. 


Swaziland: ‘Informed Sources’ Report Lobbying 
for New Prime Minister 


MB1102160096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 11 Feb 96 p 3 


[Report by Themba Shongwe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ludzidzins — Swaziland's 
Representative to the United Nations Mathendele 
Diamini could be the next Prime Minister of Swazi- 
land. 


Informed sources this week told The SUNDAY that 
strong lobbying for the position of Pnme Minister has 
already begun in earnest in the corridors of power as 
Prince Mbilini’s days as premier dwindle by the hour. 


Another likely candidate is Processor Mangaliso 
Diamini chairman of Tibiyo TakaNgwane [national 
development company}. 


As the post falls vacant, falling short of being advertised 
in the media, it has been whispered from Ludzidzini that 
when the King calls the nation to Ludzidzini soon, he 
will sack Prince Mbilini and announce a new Prime 
Minister. 


Mathendele is presently in the country on an undisclosed 
mission. Government officials said he is here on briefing 
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mission while Ludzidzini sources claimed he 1s getting 
ready for the big job. 


There are, however those who are lobbying for the 
retainment of Prince Mbilini and believe that all is well 
in the country. 


Mathendcle was last weekend on Swazi ra‘io for a bet- 
ter part of the day promoting the Tinkhundla [Trad)- 
tional Community Councils} system of government. He 
was also on Television on Fnday night [9 February] for 
an hour also speaking s‘rongly for Tinkhundla. 


Swaziland: COSATU, South African Groups Siding 
with SFTU 


MB0902174596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from South Africa say 
five leading political organizations, including the major 
workers’ group, COSATU [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions], have rallied behind the Swaziland Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions, SFTU, in its struggle for gov- 
ernment to respond fully to the 27 demands. 


This is according to the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation, SABC 1, after a meeting of the organiza- 
tions yesterday where three SFTU leaders and other rep- 
resentatives of democratic forces in Swaziland briefed 
them on the current situation in the country. The organi- 
zations say they associate themselves fully with the 27 
demands that the democratic forces have put forward to 
the Swaziland Government. They further say, the ongo- 
ing state of emergency, the absence of basic democratic 
freedoms, and the 1973 suspension of the constitution 
and all of rights are absolutely unacceptable. 


The organizations have also expressed their deep con- 
cern at evidence that Swazi security forces are planning 
to cafry out extremely sinister operauons. They singled 
out an allegation that government agents are after as- 
sassinating leaders of the SFTU. The SABC report says 
South Africa will not want to see a replica of the Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, or Steve Biko incidents. The organizations 
say if there are any attempts for the assassination of 
SFTU leaders or any other Swazi citizens, or if there is 
any further evidence that such deeds are being planned, 
they will view this in the most serious light. They say 
in such a Case, as organizations representing the vast 
majonty of South Africans, they will ask the South 
African Government to consider the sternest measures 
to be taken against Swaziland. 
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Swaziland: Minister Reacts to COSATU Statement 
on Swazi Affairs 


MB0902193696 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for labor and 
public service, Mr. Albert Shabangu, says it will be 
very unfortunate if the South African Government has 
decided to interfere in internal matters of Swaziland. 


The minister was reacting to statements carried in 
the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
television news last night where representatives of five 
leading political organizations in South Africa have 
resolved to associate themselves fully with the 27 
demands put forward to government by the Swaziland 
Federauion of Trade Unions, SFTU. The organizations, 
namely the Congress of South African Trade Unions 
[COSATU], African National Congress, South Afnican 
Communist Party, National Council of Trade Unions, 
and the South Afncan National Civics Organization, 
say they also associate themselves fully with other 
democratic forces in Swaziland calling tor change. 


Minister Shabangu says he has been briefed about the 
contents of the news item, but South Africa has enough 
issues to discuss instead of interfering with issues in 
Swaziland. Mr. Shabangu says foreign organizations 
must be aware of the channels if they want to interfere 
on internal matters. He says protocols guiding nations 
clearly state that there 1s no country that has a right to 
interfere on internal matters, citing Swaziland as one 


country which does not interfere in internal matters of 


other countries. He also says he does not understand 
how the political parties are involved in labor issues. Mr. 
Shabangu says he is surprised that the African National 
Congress is part of the resolution. He says they are 
aware that, despite the fact that the ANC 1s the leader 
of the coalition government, it ts also a party, adding 
that the government will respect the manner the issues 
will be presented to her. 


Swaziland: King Revokes Appointment of Acting 
Chief Justice 

MB1002152096 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 10-11 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


| by Phesheya Vilakati} 


5 Transcribed Text} His Majesty King Mswati Ill 
has revoked the appointment of Mr Justice Ben Dunn 
as the Acting Chief Justice with effect from yesterday. 


According to a Government Gazette dated February &. 
1996, Mr Justice Dunn has been replaced by Mr Justice 
Stanley Wilfred Sapire. Mr Sapire’s appointment is until 
further notice. 
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The gazette reads in part: “in exercise of the powers 
conterred upon me by secuon 101 of the Constitution 
of Swaziland, 1968, repealed with savings, 1, Mswati 
Ill, King of Swaziland hereby revoke the appointment 
of Benjamin Dunn as Acting Chiet Justice with effect 
from Yth February, 1996." 


No reasons have been given pertaining the vocation of 
the appointment. 


Under Secretary in the Ministry of Justice, Mr Tars 
Makama said there were absolutely no reasons for the 
revocation. He denied that the revocation was politicaliy 
influenced. “The revocation is just as normal as any 
other revocation. There is nothing sinister about it,” he 
said. 


Mr Makamia said Government was hoping to get a Swazi 
ciuzen to occupy the post. “Justice Sapire is acting 
because we are still hoping to get a Swazi citizen to 
occupy post,” he added 


Mr Justice Sapire has been acting judge at the High 
Court until his appointment as the Acting Chief Jusuce. 


Mr Justice Dunn's last sitting over a major case was 
when Government apphed tor a court interdiction in a 
bid to stop the recent mass stay-away piloted by the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 


Mr Justice Dunn was appointed Acting Chiet Justice 
early last year after the expiry of the contract of the 
then substantive Chief Justice Mr Jusuce David Hull. 


Swaziland: Stayaway Threat Has ‘Negative Impact’ 
on Tourism Industry 

MBO0902194596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMI 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The financial director of the 
Sun Hotels, Mr. John Fraser, in a meeting with the 
minister for broadcasting, information and tourism, 
expressed concern about the looming threat of another 
mass stayaway by the SFTU [Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions} 


He told the minister that the past stayaway had a 
negative impact on tourism. Mr. Fraser said now the 
hotel receives inquires from tourists abroad who are 
worned about the threat of a looming stayaway in 
Swaziland. He complained about the enforced stayaway 
on the majonty of the workers who wanted to come 
to work. Mr. Fraser lamented the loss of income among 
innocent workers, and more than |. 5 million emalangen 
losses in revenue incurred by the hotel industry. He said 
it was way above his head that anyone would want to 
destroy the country. Mr. Fraser said tourists are also 
sensitive to the perception about things they read about 
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in the press. On another aspect, Mr. Fraser complained 
about the border hours which have an adverse effect on 
tourism. He said things seem to be moving on extending 
the border hours, evidenced by staff houses constructed 
there. Mr. Fraser said on that aspect that Nhlangano Sun 
is the casualty as it loses customers from Piet Retief who 
want to go there, but have to be turned away because 
of the inconveniencing border hours. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Addresses Election Rally, 
Criticizes Opponents 


MB1002181496 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT Y Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The first secretary and 
president of the ruling party, ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front], Comrade 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe, says the government has not 
instructed the Grain Marketing Board, GMB, to close 
some of its depots, as announced earlier this week. 


Addressing thousands of people at an elecuon campaign 
rally in Murewa, Comrade Mugabe said instead, more 
depots may be built closer to the people, adding that 
the government cannot fold its arms and watch poor 
farmers spend a lot of money on transporting crops to 
distant places. 


The GMB announced this week that it is going to 
close the depots which are not viable, saying it will 
be retaining 26 of its over 70 depots countrywide, in 
line with economic reforms. 


Comrade Mugabe also said he was dismayed to be told 
that some maize had been sold secretly to Zambia. He 
said at the moment, there is some information which he 
cannot divulge concerning the operations of the GMB. 


Comrade Mugabe criticized some farmers who are 
driving some wild game into their private sanctuaries, 
at the expense of other Zimbabweans, and getting paid 
by tourists in their foreign bank accounts. Comrade 
Mugabe said the government will not allow the situation 
to remain like this, adding that farmers who do not 
want to acknowledge the present political reality will 
he deported. 


He also criticized his challengers in the presidential poll, 
saying they stood by the enemy when villages were 
being bombed dunng the liberation struggle. However, 
Comrade Mugabe said that his victory in the poll would 
not be good enough if fewer people turned out to vote, 
and his mandate to run the country for a third term 
would be questioned. 
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Zimbabwe: Mugabe Condemns Presidential 
Opponents’ Behavior 


MB1002202596 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 10 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] First secretary and presi- 
dent of ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front], Comrade Robert Mugabe, has tasked 
the Mashonaland East provincial party leadership with 
the formation of a land committee to identify underut- 
lized land to resettle landless people in the province 
Comrade Mugabe was addressing a ZANU-PF presi- 
dential election rally at (Saza) Growth Point in Chivu 
today. [passage omitted] Comrade Mugabe later ad- 
dressed another presidential campaign rally at Rudhaka 
stadium in Marondera. He condemned the criminal be- 
havior of ZANU chimwenje [Zimbabwean little light] 
activist, and what he termed the bad politics of his rival 
in the presidential race, Reverend Ndabaning) Sithole, 
and retired Bishop Abel Muzorewa. He said trom now 
on the government will not accept all prescnptions tor 
economic reform given by the International Monetary 
Fund, IMF, and the World Bark, without first studying 
how they will affect the living standards of the people 
Comrade Mugabe also appealed to the electorate to turn 
out in their thousands during the elections. 


Zimbabwe: Relations With S. Africa Said ‘Souring’ 
Over Trade Delays 


MB1002152796 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 9 Feb 96 p9Y 


[Report by Angus Gova of Africa Information Afrique] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As prospects for a renewal ot 
the preferential trade agreement with South Africa ap- 
pear more remote, the Zimbabwean authorities are re- 
focusing on economic co-operation with other regional 
countries. 


Increasingly frustrated by what they see as South 
Africa's deliberate procrastination in renewing the pret- 
erential trade agreement which expired in 1992, the gov- 
ernment now talks of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), including current non-members 
Kenya and Uganda, being the best way forward for re- 
gional economic integration. 


And although it is denied at official level, observers 
agree that relations between Harare and Pretoria are 
souring as a result of the delay 


President Robert Mugabe last month spoke at length on 
his vision for SADC becoming a viable and functioning 
common market if countries in the grouping opened 
their borders to free regional trade 
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Although he stopped short of saying Harare had given 
up On a new agreement with (words indistinct] trade 
barriers were abolished. 


SADC, in growing successfully from a potential to an 
economic forum, would have to set firm targets and 
enforce strict rules that applied to everyone so that trade 
would be carried out on the basis of equality — along 
the lines of the transition of the European Economic 
Community into (words indistinct] and the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Comesa), 
combine the two groups, or split Comesa into northern 
and southern groupings. 


Mugabe says he strongly supports the pure SADC, 
with Kenya and Uganda invited to join the existing 
12 members of South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, 
Botswana, Namibia, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania and Mauritius. 


Mugabe's frustration is shared by the country’s business 
sector, which complains that the South Africans, already 
a trade ratio of [number indisntinct] in their favour with 
Zimbabwe, continue to drag their feet for as long as 
possible while they “milk” the region. 


In 1994, Zimbabwe's exports to South Africa totalled 
about R80.3- million [rands], while exports from there 
totalled about R244.55- million. Wonder Maisin of 
Zimbabwe National Chamber of Commerce agrees that 
the present situation is favourable for South African 
manufacturers, and hence they are happy with the status 
quo. He, however, warns that it is not sustainable in the 
long run. 


South Africa's High Commissioner to Zimbabwe, 
Kingsley Mamabolo, says he does not fully agree 
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with the scenario which depicts an economic war 
between Harare and Pretona, where the strategists are 
the captains of South African industry and commerce, 
aided by a white-dominated bureaucracy. 


There is a belief in Zimbabwe government circles that 
the South Africans’ strategy, developed during the days 
of apartheid is to suffocate and eventually destroy the 
industrial bases of countries such as Zimbabwe by 
imposing high tariffs on textle products, while flooding 
the Zimbabwe market with cheap commodities, some of 
them which qualify for subsidies by their government. 


The ultimate goal would be to make South Africa 
the supplier of most goods in the region, with little 
competion from neighbouring countries. South Africa 
would also become the only destination for foreign 
investment with the rest of the region being an extension 
of the market. 


Mamabolo concedes that there are elements in South 
African business who still subscribe to the apartheid 
era philosophy in business relations with neighbouring 
countries but, he says, there 1s also a section that sees 
new opportunities in expanding into the region as a 
whole. 


While maintaining that he understands the impatience 
on the part of the Zimbabweans on the protracted 
negotiations, he says it is also important to have an 
agreement acceptable to both sides. But he denies that 
politcal relations between the two countries are souring 
because of the agreement issue. 
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Guinea 


Guinea: Tanks Remain on Conakry Streets To 
Reassure Public 


AB0902175396 Paris AFP in English 
1715 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Conakry, 9 Feb (AFP) — 
About a dozen tanks, manned by loyalist troops, re- 
mained at strategic points in Guinea's capital on Friday 
(9 February], notably in front of the national radio sta- 
uon. The tanks were deployed Thursday, following a 
weekend rebellion by disgruntled soldiers demanding 
higher pay which left about 50 people dead and the 
presidential palace largely destroyed. 


An informed source said the tanks were deployed in a 
bid to reassure the public after Saturday's unrest, which 
head of state General Lansana Conte was able to bring 
under control. 


While the general situation remained precarious in 
Conakry, life was returning to normal, with gasoline 
available again at filling stations and rice, flour and 
Sugar on sale in shops and markets. 


Informed sources said that at least three officers were 
arrested and detained at Samory Toure camp after taking 
part in the rebellion. The ranks of the two commanders 
were given as the head of the airborne battalion and a 
captain, expert in heavy artillery. 


Conte said Thursday that not all ringleaders of Fnday’s 
rebellion had so far been arrested. "We have democratic 
institutions tasked with handling these problems,’ he 
said. “They are busy trying to shed light on what 1s 
going on.” [passage omitted] 


Guinea: Opposition Advises Conte To Respect 
Accord With Soldiers 


AB0902190596 Paris AFP in French 
1659 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Conakry, 9 Feb (AFP) — The 
Guinean opposition today asked President Conte to “re- 
spect and fully implement” the five-point agreement 
which he signed on 3 February with the rebel soldiers, 
and which enabled him to regain power. This agreement 
concerns a promise to increase soldiers’ salaries, and a 
pledge not to punish the insurgents who had arrested 
him before releasing him in accordance with the agree- 
ment. 


The rebellion left some 50 dead over the weekend, and 
led to the destruction of the presidential palace. 


In an open letter addressed to the head of state, the 
Coordination of the Democratic Opposition [Codem] 
hailed President Conte's “wisdom,” which enabled him 
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to avoid “a deadly confrontation, and called on him 
to contunue on this path “to prevent Guinea from 
experiencing unnecessary trouble.” 


The signatories to the letter urged General Conte “not 
to allow himself to be influenced by extremists who 
advocate vengeance and revenge thus preventing one 
from keeping one’s promises.’ 


According to observers, this is the first time that the 
Guinean opposition, which some claim supports the 
mutineers, has expressed support tor Gen. Lansana 
Conte by “hailing his wisdom.” 


The opposition is implicitly insisung on the need to 
pardon the authors of the aboruve coup, whereas the 
Ministry of Interior has begun to chase them. President 
Conte, who has not said anything about the need to 
pursue the insurgents, has appealed “for calm and 
national cohesion” on several occasions. 


“It all means,” the Codem stresses, that “we must not 
increase Our misfortunes hy rather causing more-than- 
deadly trouble whose outcome 1s 5 ely uncertain.” 
“Any drift from the terms of the agreement which 
put an end to the incidents does not only go against 
Guinea's interests but 1s also harmful to your status 
and credibility,” the letter concludes asserting that “the 
dialogue begun must be pursued with all the elements 
of the Nation.” 


The Codem is made up of 12 opposition political parties 
of which the major ones are Alpha Conde’s Rally of 
the Guinean People, Siradiou Diallo’s Party of Renewal 
and Progress, and Bah Mamadou’s Union for the New 
Republic. It was formed after the June 1995 legislative 
elections whose results the Codem contested, and which 
saw the victory of the Party for Unity and Progress, a 
party which supports President Conte. 


Guinea: Liberian Government Team Meets Conte, 
Makes Statements 


ABO0902220296 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[Passages within quotauion marks recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} A large delegation of the 
Libenan Council of State and Government was received 
by President Lansana Conte, commander in chief of the 
National Armed Forces, at the Almamy Samory Toure 
Barracks early this evening. The main purpose of the 
message brought in by the delegation to the head of 
State 1s to commit the life and security of the thousands 
of Libenan and Sierra Leonean refugees living on the 
Guinean land of hospitality to the people, government, 
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and head of state of Guinea. These refugees count Niger 

only on Guinea's assistance to return to their respective —- Niger: CSN Leader Appoints Army Officers To 
fatherlands. Let us listen to Mr. [name indistinct), Head Prefectures 


member of the Council of State and leader of the 
delegation. He first of all congratulated the head of state 
for the honoris causa distincuon awarded him by the 
U.S. (Central University) before making the following 
Statement: 


{Liberian official in English tading into French trans- 
lation} “Mr. President, on behalf of the Liberian Gov- 
ernment — government that you and your counterparts 
from the subregion have contributed to put in place 
— we have come to express our solidarity and that 
of Liberia as well as our sympathy to you and to the 
Guinean people following the unfortunate events that 
occurred in your country recently. [passage indistinct}” 


Apart from the head of state who also spoke at the 
meeting, Alhaji Koromah, member of the Council of 
State, also made the following statement: 


{[Koromah] “We would like to add (?this) very briefly 
to what our colleague has said on behalf of our 
government. We have decided to come at high level 
of the Government of the Republic of Liberia — two 
members of the collective presidency, the minister of 
finance, the minister of defense, and other officials — 
to express solidarity with the president and people of 
Guinea for the events that (occurred) a few days ago. 
[passage omitted]” 


The president, who paid great attention to the messages 
of the members of the Council of State, reassured the 
Liberian delegation that he will work toward safeguard- 
ing peace and national unity in our country. Let us listen 
to President Lansana Conte: 


[Conte] “First, | would like to thank the delegation for 
its friendly visit. What its members have just said is very 
moving because when something happens in Guinea 
all the other countries — mainly Liberia and Sierra 
Leone as they have just said — support us. | would 
like to assure them that we will always adopt the same 
stand, that is the defense of freedom, because it is our 
tradition. [Passage indistinct] and we will continue to 
fight in this direction. What is sure 1s that, when one 1s 
building one’s country, one ts always confronted with 
difficulties. The Guinean people and their government 
are determined to defend freedom and solidarity. | 
believe that our Liberian and Sierra Leonean brothers 
are ready to do the same. [passage indistinct)” 


AB0902213596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 9 Feb 96 


‘'FBIS Translated Text} Colonel! Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara, chairman of the ruling National Salvation Coun- 
cil [CSN], appointed Army officers at the head of the 
country’s prefectures yesterday. The appointments were 
made two weeks after the military coup d'etat that 
brought the CSN to power. The officers are as follows: 
Lieutenant Colonel Ellias E! Mahadi, prefect of Agadez; 
Lieutenant Colonel Dyibo Tahirou, prefect of Diffa; and 
Captain Maigari Alidou, pretect of Dosso. 


Others are Lieutenant Colonel (Malam Ibandawak1), 
prefect of Maradi; Major (Agni Sidi Mohamed), pre- 
fect of Tahoua; and Gendarmerie Major Aboubakar 
Algoumare, prefect of Tillabery. The rest are Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Moussa Moumoun: Dyermakoye, pretect 
and chairman of Niamey Municipality; and Lieutenant 
Colonel Abou Mamman, pretect of Zinder. 


Now, what meaning can we give to ihe appointments? 
Bouraima Ali Maiga has the details: 


[Maiga] According to the government spokesman, 
among the reasons that prompted the suspension of 
constituuonal life in the country 1s the need to redefine 
the rules of the political game. Therefore, he said, 
the CSN proposes to organize elections with a view 
to ensuring a rapid return to normal constitutional 
life. Such a move implies perfect neutrality .2 the 
organization of the elections. It 1s, therefore, to ensure 
the necessary neutrality that Army officers have been 
appointed to head the regions. 


There 1s also th: problem of persistent insecurity which 
has spread to all the country’s regions. Officers are 
needed, therefore, to ensure the security of people 
and property, and to efficiently coordinate the struggle 
against armed robbery. 


Furthermore, since the functioning of the administration 
has been completely disrupted, there 1s, therefore, the 
need (o restore state authority, and respect for hierarchy. 
The appointments were also made to fight tax evasion. 


Finally, the government spokesman made it a point to 
reassure public opinion in regard to the CSN’s pledge, 
notably that secretaries general will act as admuinistra- 
tors, and deputy secretaries general as economists and 
planners. 
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Niger: Calm Restored to Dirkou; Economic 
Activity Resumes 


AB0902201796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) As you know, Toubou rebels 
launched an attack in Dirkou on 6 February. Calm has 
now been restored to the town, which has a population 
of (25,000). Here 1 the report by our national team in 
Agadez: 


[Begin Labi recording] [passage omitted] Calm has been 
restored to Dirkou. However, 72 hours following the 
attack, people there are still in shock. Socioeconomic 
activity has returned to normal and group prayers are 
being held in mosques for peace and social tranquility 
in this town, which was attacked for the second ume 
within a year by rebels. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Government Restates Willingness To Hold 
Dialogue on Bakassi 

AB0902202796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 1800 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria has restated her will- 
ingness to enter into dialogue with Cameroon on the 
Bakassi Peninsula. The foreign affairs minister, Chief 
Tom Ikimi, gave this indication while addressing news- 
men in Lagos. He said that the problem could best be 
solved through dialogue since it was a dispute between 
the two neighboring countries. Chief [kimi said that the 
recent clash between soldiers of the two countries was 
as a result of unprovoked attack by the Cameroonian 
gendarmes. The minister said that efforts were being 
intensified to prevent a recurrence. 


Nigeria: Army Chief Wants More Support for 
ECOMOG in Liberia 


AB1102153596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 10 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria has indicted the in- 
ternational community for not doing enough to sup- 
port the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peace- 
keeping force in Libena. The chief of army staff, Ma- 
jor General Alwali Kazir, said in Lagos that no tangible 
support had been received for the Liberian peace process 
despite the assurances of support. The army chief was 
speaking at the opening of a two-day Nigerian Army Or- 
dinance Corps and (?school) training program. Maj Gen 
Kazir, however, stressed that Nigeria remained commit- 
ted to the task of restoring peace in Liberia. 


FBIS-AFR-96-029 
12 February 1996 


Nigeria: Farrakhan Hails Country's 
Democratization Program 

AB0902181796 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria’s transiuon to civil rule 
program has been described as excellent and capable of 
successfully returning the country to democracy. The 
Edo State administrator, Colonel Bassey Asuquo, said 
this when he received the visiting members of the (U.S.] 
Nation of Islam ‘ed by Minister Louis Farrakhan. 


The team said if is in the country to see things for itself 
and has tound that most of the information on Nigeria 
abroad ts heavily distorted. Minister Farrakhan said that 
he is convinced beyond doubt that Nigerians are capable 
of internally solving their problems. 


The team also visited the Lagos State administrator, 
Colonel Olagunsoye Oyinlola. Minister Farrakhan said 
he 1s particularly impressed with the spirit and deter- 
mination of Nigerians to forge ahead, noting that there 
is no Country that is devoid of problems otherwise the 
world would have been a paradise. He condemned the 
interference of outsiders in purely Nigerian affairs de- 
scribing such acts as arrogant. He disclosed that his or- 
ganization ts to set up a think-tank of black profession- 
als to observe and comment construcuvely on Nigeria's 
transiuon to democracy. 


The Lagos State administrator, Col. Oyinlola, said he 
1S Optimistic that the nation will overcome its problems 
and accomplish its lad down democratic objectives. 


Nigeria: Musician Arrested by Drug Control 
Agency 

ABO0902221496 Paris AFP in English 

2108 GMT Y Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 9 Feb (AFP) — Nige- 
ria’s Afro-beat superstar Fela Anikulapo-Kuti, arrested 
Thursday [% February] at his residence here, is being 
held incommunicado in his detention cell, his lawyer 
told AFP. The lawyer, Femi Falana, confirmed after a 
visit to the office of the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) Friday that he was being detained by 
the agency. 


Although he was not allowed to see Fela) NDLEA 
officials confirmed to him that the musician was being 
held there, Falana said. Of the about 40 persons arrested 
with Fela. only seven, including some of his wives, were 
sull being detained with him Fnday afternoon, added 
the lawyer. The others have been set free, the lawyer 
said. No reason has yet been given for his arrest and 
detention. But Fela and his entourage make no secret of 
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the fact they smoke marijuana, especially in the privacy 
of their homes. 


The NDLEA is an agency established to fight hard drug 
trafficking and consumption. 


The lawyer said that he would be filing a suit at a Lagos 
High court in Ikeja on Monday to press for the release 
of Fela. 


Nigeria: Radio Commentary on Human Rights 
‘Crusaders’, Democrats 

AB1202091696 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1705 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{Commentary by Abdulkarim al-Bashir] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Nigeria today, one other 
fast-growing industry with strong potentials for attract- 
ing the large-growing body of blackmail experts is the 
criticism industry. It is grov ing ard expanding with the 
passage of each day even as it has some diminishing 
value and, indeed, sometimes makes a laughing stock 
of its professionals. In spite of all, however, it has some 
(dotted) outposts and warehouses. Its vendors, some- 
time in deep love with (words indistinct] of the childish 
type, are ever ready to market its products just for the 
asking. 


The criticism industry has some roots in loud-mouthing 
and externally inspired desire to be called and addressed 
as fearless human rights crusaders, not minding the 
truism that in most cases they are in reality crusading 
for the hidden sides of their handbags and, at best, 
for the supremacy of their special companions. Ample 
evidence has shown that most of our human rights loud- 
mouths are political walls who apply their yardstick on 
a selective basis such that only the walls who fall within 
the square of their self-defined measurement get some 
quantity of human rights [word indistinct]. As for the 
rest, they may actually be burned alive. 


Take Umaru Dikko’s glaring case: Here was an uncom- 
promising democratic crusader, who in faraway foreign 
land declared democratic jihad against the military in 
government, vowing to fight it to [the] finish, and for 
this democratic stance, was kidnapped, syringed, and 
dumped in a cage ready to be put into the belly of a 
plane scheduled to take off from Heathrow to Lagos. 
Yet, the human rights martyrs are glorifying with sat- 
isfaction at what happened to him, apparently for the 
simple reason that he was not meant to be accommo- 
dated within the already defined square into which only 
a select group are entitled. 


It is interesting that today’s human rights champions 
were among those who hailed the violation of Dikko's 
human nghts yesterday. and also denounced his planned 
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democratic jihad, yet they claimed to be the chiet 
bodyguards of democracy. Nor could we forget the 
events of 1966, which violently violated democracy and 
brutally denied a select people that most fundamental of 
all fundamental human rights. To this very day, while 
they are preaching the unquestionable supremacy of 
democracy, they are at the same time happy that they 
participated in murdering democracy in 1966, 1984, 
and 1992 as they are also joyful that some practicing 
democrats lost both their democratic and human rights 
in the process. Such is the selective conduct of our self- 
acclaimed human rights captains, and self-appointed 
generals of democracy. 


It is, therefore, indisputable that these professional self- 
appointees, majority of whom are the lead shareholders 
of the criticism industry are largely motivated by factors 
external to the virtues they claim to be championing. 
There was a revealing news report in one of the so- 
called progressive media recently. It says in parts that 
news clips of all the media actions of a leading social 
crusader were being mailed to some masters abroad with 
highly ulterior intentions one of which, according to the 
report, is to justify expenditure while the other is to get 
certificate as an (envious, feel-good), crafted criticism. 


No wonder then that the criticism industry is getting 
some motivated investors, and so we will continue to 
live with an industry that has no rules in the process 
of its (?gross) pattern. Mark it that criticism is a viable 
social engineering agency if purposefully for the just 
general goc 1. Anchored on a solid foundation, 1t would 
prove a good alternative to a democratic structure in a 
regime of military dictatorship such as ours. Thus, we 
need a body of selfless crusaders of dynamic criticism 
in the mold of the Balarabe Musas, the Professor Segun 
Osobas, and the Bala Usmans, and their type, who apply 
intellectual honesty and decency in their style of critical 
comments without expecting external glorification or 
applause from anywhere. 


This is positivism in their own brand, which is why 
they are listened to whenever or wherever they speak. 
Not those of the negative dimension brand whose own 
is rooted in self-aggrandizement, personal glory, and 
the desire to be called social critics or crusaders. To 
make a living out of criticism amounts to intellectual 
derangement. 
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Sierra Leone lution of past mistakes, and democracy. It reads: Since 
. . . then, considerable effort has gone into all three, cnsur- 
Sierra Leone: Government, RUF Agree To Hold ing that all technical and little problems, even finance, 
Talks in Abidjan 28 Feb have been cleared by government to ensure that elec- 


AB1002210596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 10 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Delegations representing the 
Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF [Revolution- 
ary United Front} will meet in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, 
on the 28th of February (words indistinct) that will end 
the five years of rebel war in Sierra Leone. This was 
agreed upon during [word indistinct) high-frequency ra- 
dio dialogue between the chairman of the NPRC [Na- 
tional Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
His Excellency Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, 
and the leader of the RUF, Corporal Foday Sankoh, 
monitored by local and international journalists at the 
Military Headquarters, [Cockerel], in Freetown. 


During the dialogue, the RUF leader adamantly repeated 
his organization's opposition to holding elections before 
the peace [words indistinct] emphasizing that there 
would be no peace in the country if the elections were to 
be held. Under persistent pressure from Chairman Bio 
to name a date for the peace talks to commence, Cpl. 
Sankoh offered February the 28th and named Abidjan 
as the venue since he could not agree to a cease- 
fire to [words indistinct] by the head of state to agree 
to a cease-fire in order to alleviate the sufferings of 
the masses of Sierra Leone, the RUF leader blamed 
the war and its consequences on politicians who he 
said have long been manipulating the people of this 
country. Cpl. Foday Sankoh said that the RUF is not 
in a position to agree to a cease-fire now and [word 
indistinct] refused to seek a dialogue [words indistinct] 
some organization might be interested in participating 
in democratization process. Brig. Gen. Maada Bio and 
Cpl. Foday Sankoh agreed on keeping in constant touch 
with the establishment of an open communication line 
between the government and the RUF. 


Sierra Leone: National Election Conference Set for 
12 Feb 


AB1002171096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2200 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has formally 
announced the reconvening of the national consultative 
conference next Monday [12 February] at the Bintu- 
mani Conference Center, Aberdeen. The State House 
release bearing the announcement recalls that on the 16 
January, the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Coun- 
cil] reaffirmed its commitment to free and fair elections 
on the 26 February and promised to work towards a 
successful end of the rebel crisis, reconciliation, reso- 


tions take place as scheduled. A national reconciliation 
council is being constituted and nominations are being 
received from various organizations. On the peace front, 
the call by His Excellency for peace and various moves 
in that direction culminated in some [words indistunct] 
positive response. For once, we have been able to get a 
cease-fire from the RUF [Revolutionary United Front} 
{words indistinct] of these talks. As of Wednesday 7 
February the head of state historically started dialogue 
with the RUF leader. 


According to the release, since 16 January on all of these 
events, the government has been overwhelmed by calls 
for the postponement of the February elections to give 
this unique opportunity a chance to develop. It continues 
that traditional rulers, some religious leaders, concerned 
citizens, etc., have all sent in written resolutions in favor 
of this course of action. 


On the other hand, another school of thought wishes us 
to go ahead with the elections at all costs. It even said 
that some groups tell government and INEC [Interim 
Nauonal Electoral Commission] two different things 
Both lines of action have consequences that we shall all 
have to live with. The release says that in view of such 
mixed signals, the government has no alternative than to 
sensitize its people and seek their views on these issues 
through open consultations. It recalls that at the last 
national consultative conference on the electoral process 
held in Bintumani in August 1995, i was decided 
that subject to prevailing circumstances, the conference 
could be revisited. I concludes by saying that in the face 
of democracy and in keeping with that decision, the 
government has, therefore, in consultauon with INEC 
and the [word indistinct] of the political parties, decided 
to reconvene the national consultative conference on 
Monday, 12 February 1996, to clarify the issue once 
and for all. 


Sierra Leone: Details Given of Attack on INEC 
Chairman’s House 

AB1002205396 London BBC Morld Service 

in English 1705 GMT 10 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program hosted by Chris 
Bickerton] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It seems there are some in 
Sierra Leone, who are fiercely opposed to the holding 
of the elections as scheduled on the 26th of this month 
There is already a question mark over them. The 
new leader, Brigadier Maada Bio, who ousted Captain 
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Strasser last month is in touch with the rebels, who 
want a postponement, and has recalled a consultative 
conference to discuss it on Monday [12 February]. Now, 
there has been an attack on the electoral commissioner, 
James Jonah, and on the headquarters of the Interim 
National Electoral Commission, INEC. Grenades and 
guns were used in the attacks. From Freetown, Victor 
Sylver telexed this report: 


The grenade and gun attack on the head of Sierra 
Leone's interim national electoral commissioner, Dr. 
James Jonah, took place at Dr. Jonah's residence in 
Freetown in the early hours of this morning. A grenade 
attack took place at about the same at the headquarters 
of the Interim National Electoral Commission. The at- 
tackers are believed to have been dressed in camouflage 
tunics and to have used a light van for their mission. Re- 
ports said they threw one hand grenade at Dr. Jonah's 
house and opened up with Kalashnikov rifles. They then 
fled from the scene as the alarm was raised. 


When I visited Dr. Jonah's residence this morning, | 
saw an ugly dent where the grenade exploded on the 
ground, just below the verandah in the courtyard. There 
were pock marks all over the verandah and bullet holes 
could be seen on the glass of the window. None of 
the eight guards or anyone else was hit in the attack, 
but everyone looked badly shaken. Dr. Jonah himself 
appeared quite stunned that such a thing could happen 
in his country, Sierra Leone, and to someone trying to 
do what he called, an honest job. What do these people 
want, he asked, do they expect me — despite all my 
efforts — to pack up and leave? They are getting the 
whole picture wrong. If they want me, let them ensure 
that they get me and me only. There is no need to risk 
the lives of other people, like the guards that are here 
with me. 


Meanwhile, large crowds of people gathered at the 
headquarters of INEC after they heard about the grenade 
attack there. The grenade landed just in front of the 
building creating a hole where 11 fell, and leaving pock 
marks in the cement where fragments impacted. 


The police have been seen moving about in large 
numbers trying to get to the bottom of it all, but there 
has been no statement from the government. There are 
also reports of an armed attack early this morning on 
the residence of the leader of the Sierra Leone People’s 
Party, Dr. Tidjane Karha. 


It is not clear who carried out the attack or what 
the motives may be, but there 1s much speculation in 
Freetown today. A number of citizens pointed the finger 
at elements within the government, who want to abort 
the elections, so they can stay in power. 
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Sierra Leone: Government Condemns Attack on 
INEC Chairman’s House 


AB] 102144096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 10 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has released 
a statement condemning the unprecedented acts of 
violence at [word indistinct) in Freetown togay. The 
government has learned, with gross dismay, of the 
grenade attack launched at the premises of Dr. James 
O.T. Jonah, chairman of the Interim National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, (Alhaji Ahmed Djankuba), leader 
of the Sierra Leone [words indistinct], and the INEC 
building at (Kiki, Warris Drowsing) Street, Freetown, 
in the early hours of today, Saturday, 10 February. The 
Statement which strongly condemns the act as [words 
indistinct] says it was carried out by ill-motivated 
{word indistinct] community with the aim of disrupting 
the peace and security of the state. According to 
the statement, a special security task force has been 
instituted by the government consisting of the army and 
the police to carry out immediate investigations into the 
matter. It requests members of the general public to 
assist the army and the police with any information that 
could help the investigating team apprehend those who 
carried out the act. 


Meanwhile, the government has beefed up security in 
Strategic areas in the city. With effect from today, the 
chairman of the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] and head of state who is also commander 
in chief of the Armed Forces, has also set maximum 
security alert throughout the city. The statement ends 
with a word of caution to members of the general public 
including political parties which are warned to advise 
their supporters to refrain from uncalled-for comments 
or actions that could threaten the peace and security of 
the state. 


Sierra Leone: Demonstrators Support Holding 
Elections 26 Feb 


AB1002200496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 9 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program hosted by Chris 
Bickerton} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) [Bickerton] Sierra Leone's 
new military leader, Brigadier Maada Bio, 1s due to talk 
again tomorrow to RUF [Revolutionary United Front] 
rebel leader Foday Sankoh. He was in touch with him 
by radio telephone for the first time carlier this week 
about the possibility of peace talks. One thing Foday 
Sankoh has been calling for is a postponement of the 
elecuons due on the 26th of this month, and Brig 
Bio has called back the politicians who took part in 
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the consutuent conference last year to decide on the 
elections to see if they now think a postponement is a 
good idea. Well, today in Freetown, there was a march 
urging the brigadier to stick to the timetable. From 
Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


The organizers of the march, the Forum for Women, 
said that today’s march was a reminder to head of state 
Maada B’» of his initial promises that the democratic 
process would not in any way be altered. The marchers 
were joined by trade unionists, students, and workers, 
and representatives from private business. Some of the 
banners and placards read: "Peace is a priority, but the 
February elecuons are a must;" "Democracy and peace 
can go together;” and "Maada Bio, please keep to your 
promise and do not leave Sierra Leone in a mess.” 


As the demonstrators marched through the streets of 
Freetown singing and chanting slogans, police — some 
in riot gear — were seen al street corners casung a 
weary eye on the marchers. Police sources said that 
though the inspector general of police had given the 
demonstrators permission, they were around to ensure 
that hooligans and other troublemakers did not capitalize 
on the occasion to disrupt the peace. 


[Bickerton] A telexed report from Victor Sylver in Free- 
town. Well, one of the women marchers in Freetown 
today was Zaina Bangura of the organization called, 
Women. It is affiliated to the women’s forum that orga- 
nized the demonstration. She called us up, and Josephine 
Hazely asked Zaina Bangura why they were insisting 
on holding elecuons on February 26th even though the 
country is still nddled with insecurity: 


{Begin recording} [Bangura] Well, we believe that the 
election 1s an essential part of the peace process, and 
secondly, Foday Sankoh has consistently told us Sierra 
Leoneans that he came into this war because he thought 
the APC [All-People’s Congress] then and the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] government are 
illegiumate governments. So, he is actually the person 
who asked us to go out and choose a legitimate 
government, and that 1s what we are doing. So, we feel 
that having asked us as citizens of this country to decide 
the people we want to rule us, we think if we took that 
decision in Bintumami, nobody has the right to come 
and tell us not to take it — not even Foday Sankoh. 


{Hazely| But, he is fizhting a war, and he has got arms. 
and anyhow, he ts trying to talk peace now and he says: 
Well, hold off holding this election, let us talk peace, 
hopefully, and then we will have the elections. Why 
wouldn't you want peace first before the election? 


{Bangura} They are the people, as | said earlier on, who 
have actually forced us to go out into the elections. If 
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we decide to have elecuons now, I don’t think they have 
a right to hold us to ransom. And, secondly, we have 
no guarantee that the peace they are talking about is 
going to come up, because peace is a process. It is not 
just putting down the arms and saying I have stopped 
fighting. It is an entire process, and we don’t know how 
long it is going to take place. So, we ought to make 
sure that we have the elections, and then we can sull 
continue with the peace process 


{Hazely] But what good will it do if after the elecuons 
you are back to square one, because the war is still on, 
and women and children are sull being killed? 


[Bangura] Well, it is the same women and children 
who are being killed who are insisting that they want 
the election. It is the same, because most of the 
demonstrators today came from the displaced camp — 
we have people from Kenema who also said they wanted 
elections. So, it is like this is something they have been 
looking for all their lives. We have never had an election 
in this country since 1967... 


[Hazely, interrupting} Now, a multiparty election, you 
mean. 


[Bangura] The true muluparty election, | am not talking 
about one-party clections. 


{Hazely} But won't you be depriving a lot of your 
compatriots the opportunity to vote, because lots of 
people have not been registered — not through their 
own fault — they have had to flee their homes in 
villages in the southern province and in the eastern 
provinces? 


[Bangura] Josephine, you will be surprised if you talk to 
Dr. Jonah. He will tell you, definitely, that people have 
been coming out of the rebel lines to actually come and 
register. Places that INEC [Interim National Electoral 
Commission] did not take into consideration when they 
were working [out] the modalities, they have now had 
the opportunity to go to those places and register. People 
have been coming out of the bush, they have been saying 
that: We have been hiding for a week, or a year, or 
something, but we want to vote. They are coming out 
to register. 


{Hazely] Whai do you say to critics of this march, who 
might say you the women's group are, as usual, being 
manipulated by greedy politicians? 


[Bangura] Well, unfortunately, we are not the ones who 
have been manipulated. If nothing else, we know that 
there is a certain group of people who are spending 
money to talk to people. We know that they are talking 
to religious leaders, they are talking to paramount chiefs. 
and they are talking to various people. And, it 1s because 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-029 
12 February 1996 


of these same reasons that we decided i ts time tor us 
come out and say exactly what 1s happening, to look at 
these people in their faces and tell them, we will never 
allow anybody anymore to betray this country, to sell 
their rights. That is the reason why we are protesting. 
[end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Paramount Chiefs Demand Peace 
Talks Before Elections 


AB1102152396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 10 Feb 96 


[FPIS Transcribed Text} Forty-three paramount chiels 
in the Northern Province have adopted an eight-point 
resolution at the end of their third northern region 
conference of paramount chiefs held at the Hajia 
Fanta Memorial Hall in Makeni. According to the 
GIS [Government Information Services], the chiefs, 
having closely followed the most recent politcal events 
in the country, adopted the resolution (assumed) 
to bring peace to Sierra Leone. They stressed that 
for lasting peace in country, the government must 
make every possible effort to end the rebel war and 
restore peace before elections. The chiefs, among other 
things, resolved that the Northern Province will not be 
prepared to go to the polls until peace is restored in 
all the corners of the country. They also called on the 
government to ensure that the majority of the citizens 
are given equal opportunities to participate in free and 
fair elections without hindrance of any kind. 


Meanwhile, in continuation of the civic education 
program to [words indistinct] their voung rights, 
NDC's (National Democracy Commission] northern 
region commissioner, (Dr. Noraini Abdulai), has been 


explaining the commission's objectives to students of 


the Makeni Teachers’ College. The program is designed 
to educate the people at grassroots about their voting 
rights in the forthcoming elections. 


Sierra Leone: Military Regime’s Spokesman 
Resigns Over ‘Sycophants’ 

AB1102205096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Residents of the Sierra 
Leonean capital have every reason to be tense this week- 
end following yesterday's grenade attacks on the offices 
of the electoral commission, INEC [Interim National 
Electoral Commission}, and on the home of the head 
of the commission, James Jonah. Mr. Jonah has said 
more than once that he wants the elections to go ahead 
on schedule. Well, earlier, we called Freetown to find 
Out more about this weekend's incident from the NPRC 
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[National Provisional Ruling Council] government's of- 
ficial spokesman, Captain Abdulrahmane Kamara, only 
to discover that he has resigned. On the line, Robin 
White asked Captain Kamara why he had quit: 


[Begin recording) [Kamara] I don't think I should 
mention that now because, officially, | haven't had the 
reaction to my resignation yet. 


{White} But were there disagreements on politcal or 
military matters? 


{Kamara} It is eve: ything. It is everything. 
{White} It sounus uke you have had one hell of a row 


{Kamara} No, no, not really. No, | have given my advice 
in a judicious way and the present head of state is a good 
listener but, of course, you sull have some sycophants 
around him, and that I can say without any equivocation. 
But, | believe by the grace of God when democracy 
would have been ushered in, posterity would, of course, 
judge the present leadership accordingly. 


[White] Tell me, are you yourself in favor of the 
elections going ahead as scheduled or being delayed” 
[Kamara] | am 100 percent in favor of the elections 
going ahead. 

| White] So, the sycophants you are referring to are those 
who want the elections postponed” 


[Kamara] Well, there is more to it than that. There ts 
more to it than that but, of course, if anybody 1s going 
yut of his way to advise otherwise then, perhaps, you 
can Classify that person as a sycophant. And, this is one 
thing the present head of state... [pauses] He has said 
this in public, and I think people should be encouraged 
now to come out to give objective and unbiased advice. 
That is the only way forward. [passage omitted] 


[White] Do you think Sierra Leone 1s in danger, maybe, 
of having another coup? 


{Kamara} I don’t know. 

[White] Is it a possibility? 
{Kamara} It could be a probability... 
[White, interrupting] A probability? 


[Kamara] I hope that wouldn't happen, because it 1s the 
last thing anybody wants for this country again. 


[White] Are there deep divisions within the Army” 
[Kamara] No, I haven't seen that. 


[White] And, what about yourself, what will you do 
now? 
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{Kamara} Well, let us wait and see. You know itis the [White] But, might you yourself go into poliucs? 
month of Ramadan, and | am a devout Muslim. This 
gives me an opportunity to get very close to God and 
my religion. At the moment I am fasting, and I have 
lume enough now to devote my attention to religion. 


{Kamara} Don't rule that out, Robin. [end recording] 
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